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The Cherokee County Airport 
Authorityhas obtained $3.3 million 
inFederal Aviation Agency funding 

as part of its multi-phased $34 million 
redevelopment of the County's general 
aviation airport in the north end of the 

ounty. lb elebrate this mile....tone. the 
County Commissioners and the Airport 
Authority are hosting a Groundbreaking 
Ceremony for the Runway Extensi n on 
Friday, September 21, 2007 at 3:30 p.m. 
at the Cherokee County Airport located 
at Exit 24 off I-57 near BaJI Ground, 
GA. lltis historic event will be attended 
by local. state, and national leaders who 
have been instrumental in obtaining 
funding commitments for redeveloping 
the Cherokee County Airport into an 
"ecooomic engine" that will attract 
corporate aircraft and the business 
owners of thOse high-dollar aircraft into 
Cherokee County. 

According to Board of 
CommiSSIoner Chairman Buzz Ahrens. 
"lhe County Commissioners are 
committed to increasing our tax revenue 
from new corporate office d velopments 
so we avoid depending totally on our 
homeowners to fund government services. 
One of our strategies to attract corporate 
us rS is to redevelop and t:.xpand our 
Airp rt, '0 th i ai era can ased 
near thdr office. I applaud the County 
Commission under the leadership of 
Past Chairman Mike Byrd in April 2005 
for committing $15,000,000 in matching 
fund~ that re ulted in the GDOT-Aviation 
Programs a d Federal Aviation Agency 
adding their resources to redevelop 
our Airport. I pledge to continue the 
Commis ion's focused commitment to 
achieve the timely completion of this 
project, so we will realize the alue-added 
benefits of tois asset for the County' 
current and prospective re idents. both 
commercial and residential:' 

Vice Chairman of the Airport 
Authority William . lohnson joined 
the Authority in 2004 and helped the 
Authority create a cost-benefit model that 
justified the County investing $15 million 
of the 34 million cost to the Airport 
Redevelopment Project. 'TI1e Project will 
lengthen the runway from its current 
3,414 feet to 5,000 feet, create a dedicated 
taxiway parallel to the runway. build a 
10,000 square foot passenger terminal, 
install advanced electronics to permit 
instrument landings. and develop new 
hangar,. These infrastructure assets will 
become the home ba for 200 hangared 
corporate aircraft and 100 tie-downs 
tor smaller aircraft. The ad val rem tax 
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-heroke 'po t.lurn 
revenue from these 300 based aircraft wiU 
repaytheCounty's$IS million investment. 
"Being able to offer to fund 50% of the 
Project from the County's and GDOT's 
resources really impressed the officials 
at the FAA;' said Johnson, "because FAA 
typicalJy has to und as much as 80% 

of an airport project. Our offer made 
a compelling case in Washington that 
resulted in the FAXs approval of our 
Project." 

~It is very gratif}ing to have this 
level of federal support for the Cherokee 
County Airport. This is a strong testament 
to how all levels of government can 
work together for the betterment of our 
community. This expansion would not 
have happened without the support of 
the FAA. the Georgia D partment of 
Transportation, Cherokee County, and 
so many business leaders;' states u.s. 
Congressman Tom Price. M.D. 

Phil Eberly of W K Dickson. Inc., 
the Airport's consultant and Program 
Manager observed, "This project 
represents a milestone in public-private 
partnerships for general aviation airport. 
development on a nationaJ level. The 
drall1,ltic transformation of the airport. 
which has the shortest runway in themetro 
area, into a busin -cia fadlity. will 
make this irport a major transportation 
amenity for Cherokee County and the 
North G orgia region:' 

"'We are Jookmg forward to being 
able to base more corporat aircraft in 
Cherokee County, when the runway 
is extended to 5,000 feet:' said Jimmy 
Garland ofS&S Aviat ion, Inc.. the Ai rport's 
Fixed Based Operator. 
studie have shown that the other general 
aviation airports in the Atlanta area have 
long waiting lists for hangars and cannot 
house the wave of new corporate jets and 
Very LIght Jets (VLJ) that are anticipated 
to come into the Atlanta area:' 

"Mor than 16 million square feet 
oj office space Ita been 
neighbt'ring North Fulton County in the 
la t ten year '. However, until now. there 
ha been no added capacity 
the e new corporate aircraft u er 

region. Many of the 
who work in N011h Fulton, live in or near 
Cherokee ounty. We believe what we 
are d ing at the Chewkee County Airport 
will provide relief to the overcrowding 
conditions now being 
McCollum (Cobb) and Peachtree-DeKalb 
Airport:' said Don tevens, 
County Airport Authority Chairman. 

For additional information, please 
call 678-493-6014. 
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