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Airportgets federal money early 
BY CAROlYN MATHEWS 
carolynmathews@/edgernews.com 

Using funds that the FederalAvia· 
tion Administration (FAA) had 
available to allocate before year-end, 
part .of the runway expansion at 
Cherokee County Airport has been 
put on fast forward, and the runway 
now is paved to 4,100 feet. 

"We can get most of the corporate. 
j~ts  in right now; it's not optimum, 
but now they can use it," said Air­
port Authority Chairman Don 

Stevens. "Several people have been 
inquiring, because they are closing 
McCollum (Airport in Kennesaw) 
for paving for the next few weeks, 
and we're telling them it's available 
to use right now." 

Stevens said after McCollum re­
opens, the flnallayer of pavement 
will be applied. to the new runway at 
the Cherokee County Airport. 

Cherokee County Commission 
Chairman Buzz Ahrens said the 
county's excellentworking relation­
shipwith theFAA wasafactor in get­

tingfunds· already promised early. 5,000 feet - almost a mile long. 
"The Airport Authority was able "This project will put Cherokee 

to respondwitha plan and a commit­
ment to utilize the funds," he said. 
"It does not increase the total 
amountof FAAfunding, butcomple­
tion of this segment means that the 
fmal paving will take less time. Plus, 
we get actual runway capacity par­
tially extended almost two years 
ahead of the target" 

He said when the pavingportionof 
the airportexpansionproject is com­
plete in mid-20lO, the runway willbe 

Waleska's 14-year mayor gets send-off
 

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN MATHEWS /LEDGER-NEWS 

TOP: Waleska City Councilman Bill Cline presents his cousin-in-Iaw. May­
or Marguerite Cline, with a plaque hO.noring her 14years as mayor for the 

_ .... - I ..l.., .......... rlft, U ..n ..nll>r nll>hhi.. MrEntvre and Mavor Cline's lonqtime 

County in the forefront of aviation 
in Georgia once we get the 5,000-foot 
runway in 2010," Stevens said. 

The$34-million airport expansion 
project began in 2006, and $17 mil­
lion is being provided by the FAA, 
with the rest of the funding coming 
from county Special Purpose Local 
Option SalesTax (SPLOST) expendi­
tures and Georgia Department of 
Transportation funds. 

SEE AIRPORT, PAGE 14 

Sheriff's 
office clerk 
nabbed for 
molestation 

BY ERIKA NELDNER 
erikaneldner@ledgerneW5.com 

A C~erokee  CQUnty Sheriffs Of· 
fice employee was arrested last 
week for allegedly having an inap­
propriate sexual relationship 
with a 13-year-old boy. 

Detectives with the Bartow 
County Sheriffs Office's Criminal 
Investigations Division arrested 

Ichild molestation and 

Shana Camille Reid, 31, of 
Cartersville, Nov. 12. 

Reid was charged, ,I 
with two counts of 

one count of statutory I.I·~  t· 
rape, said Lt. Grega ....;,. 
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FROM PAGE 1 

It includes the runway expan­
sion, a widened apron, a taxiway 
separate from the runway and a 
new terminal building with a con­
ference room. 

The Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners recently closed on 
98 acres of land at the end of the 
planned runway to be used for fu­
ture expansion of the runway to a 
possible 6,000feet and for the Inter­
state 575/Airport Industrial Park, 
which neighbors it, Stevens said. 
The county paid $38,000 per acre, 
using SPLOSTfunds. 

Although there is no set plan in 
place for a future expansion of the 
airport runway, commissioners 
said July 15, when they approved 
the purchase, that further expan­
sion of the airport is a primary ob­
jective of the economic develop­
ment plan for Cherokee and called 
the purchaseaneconomicopportu­
nity for the county. 

The 122-acreI-575/AirportIndus­
trial Park is home to several indus­
tries, and property remains avail­
able: 

Before the project began, accord­
ing to Phil Eberly, the runway, at 
3,400 feet, was the shortest in the 
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SPECIAL 

A picture taken ata few weeks ago shows the runway expansion to 4,100 
feet under way at the Cherokee County Airport. The runway will be ex­
panded to almost a mile in length by mid-2010. 

metro area. 
Eberly is aviation program man­

ager with WK. Dickson, the firm 
handling the expansion. On Nov. 4, 
he gave a status report to the BOC 
regarding the project. 

The airportwas builtin1968, and 
four aircraft were hangared there. 
Now, approximately 100 aircraft 
are basedat the airport. In 1996, the 
Bishop Road Connector to the air­
pOrt was built, and a hangar com­
plex was constructed. 

Eberly said the airport expan­
sion will enable corporate jets to 
use S&S Aviation, a mechanic lo­
catedat theairport thathe said had 
"a thriving business." 

"People wanted to use the base or 
use the maintenance, and they 
couldn't get their aircraft in be­
causeof the runway length," Eber­
ly said. 

As part of the current project, 
lighting also will be improved. The 
terminal building under construc­

tion is set for completion in 2009. 
Eberly said the county's objec­

tive with the airport expansion is 
to-attract businesses to its tax base. 
He noted that theBluffsof Technol­
ogy Park and the Hickory Log 
Reservoir are concurrent, nearby 
economic development projects 
that can work together to attract 
business to the county. 

"The improved airport will cre­
ate a revenue stream, with fuel 
sales, maintenance andadvalorem 
taxes for aircraft based in the coun­
ty," he said. 

Eberly said the new taxiway im­
proved the airport from a safety 
standpoint, because, previously, 
aircraft had to taxi down the run­
way itself 

He said the early pavement of 
half the runway was possible be­
cause the site alreadyhad been pre­
paredand ready withdirtand grad­
ing in anticipation of FAA funds 
that might come early. 


