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Vacant Rate 
Fulton 135,391 :739 17,068,550 12.6% 
DeKaib 35,441,910 4,635,262 13.1% 
Cobb 32,990,282 5,561,125 16.9% 
Gwimett 25,845.760 4,648,232 18.0% 
Forsyth 3,877.638 785,763 20.3% 
Clayton 3,641,568 629,172 17.304 
Fayette 2,975,284 473,055 15.9% 
Cherokee 2,623.400 282,075 10.804 
Hall 2,495,701 230,334 9.2% 
Henry 2.466,511 583,731 23.7% 
Coweta 1,602,554 59,668 3.7% 
Rockdale 1.160,702 229,293 19.8OA 
Douglas 867,641 91,021 10.5~ 

Bartow 614,255 107,072 17.4~o 

Ce-",011 385,670 71,831 18.6% 
Paulding 334,149 62,984 18.804 
Newton 240,185 26,122 10.9% 
walton 193,622 6,069 3.1% 
Sp~ing 88,710 26,676 30.1% 
Barrow 24,720 5,350 21.6% 

2~qoTotal 253,262,001 36.583.385 14.1% 

ISource: Atlanta Regional Commission 
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battles over how to structure 
the debate threatened to 
produce gridlock. 

Reid agreed not to bring 
up a Democratic plan con­
taining a controversial provi­
sion - strongly opposed by 
Republicans and President 
Bush - to give bankruptcy 
Ijudges power to cut interest 
rates and principal on tTOU­
bled mortgages. That plan 
stalled a month ago. 

Instead, Senate Banking 
Committee Chairman 
Christopher Dod(j (D-COl1~l 

and other money-losing 
businesses to reclaim previ­
ously paid taxes. 

Democrats also want to 
provide $4 billion to states 
to buy up and refurbish 
foreclosed homes, a plan 
that the administration 
opposes as a bailout for 
lenders and speculators. 

Senators in both parties 
gave the arrangement a 94-1 
stamp of approval on a previ­
ously scheduled procedural 
vote. Sen. Jim Bunning (R­
Ky.) was the sole "nay" vote. 

The upcoming bill also is 
sure to attract a GOP amend­
ment by Sen. Johnny Isack­
son of Georgia to award 
$15,000 tax credits to people 
who buy and move into fore­
~.-hL........",_'T'1-. "~-'.~auld_1
 

retail goods, By 2006, that tota 
had nearly doubled to $14,031.Space Cherokee's per capita sales if 
2006 were the seventh-highest ir 

Continued from Page lA metro Atlanta, following Roel 
dale ($24,397), Douglas ($21,060) 
Fulton ($18,375), Gwinnet1space, but you want to make 
($17,697), Cobb ($17,527) aQ'sure that there is plenty ofroom 
Spalding ($15,437).available for businesses to 

For total retail sales in 2006move into that don't have time 
Cherokee with $2.7 millior.to design and build," Mrs. Mar­
ranked sixth in metro Atlanta tin said. "It sounds like we have 
following Fulton ($17.6 mil·a good balance in both areas." 
lion), Gwinnett ($13.4), CobtAuthority Chairman Mar­
($11.9), DeKalb ($7.2) and Claw.shall Day said he is cautiously 
ton ($3.3).optimistic about the statistics. 

County Manager Jerry COQ..."The economy is a wild card," 
er said the increase in perhe said. 'Tm bullish on Cherokee, 
ta spending will lead to Qand we still have a lot of things 

going for us, but there is too much positives, he said.
 
uncertainty right now."
 "These indicators 

Cherokee also saw a signifi­ increased population and 
cant jump - 80.2 percent, the capita spending, as well ~' ar 
region's fourth-highest increase increase in per capita incoolE 
- in the amount of per capita - are all strengths to furthel 
sales during the last decade. develop Cherokee County eco· 
Cherokee ranked behind Wal­ nomically, not only encourag' 
ton (134 percent), Rockdale ing companies to expand hul 
(113) and Douglas (87). so retail establishments tc 

In 1997, the average Chero­ locate to Cherokee," he said. 
Note: Space Is in Square Feet kee resident spent $7,787 on afuller@cherokeetribune.com 

reflect reduced home values. There is also bipartisan 
The measure would force backing for $200 million in SUMMER WRITING CAMP 
banks to make less money on new money for debt coun­
the loans but would also selors to help homeowners FOR MIDDLE GR;\DERS 
reduce their credit exposure. negotiate with lenders. 

KENNESAW MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL 
JUNE 9-13

WllllAMSOIL BROS. BAR-B-Qe Fun, educational activity for the budding writer: "On the Street 
Where You Live" week·long camp 8:30-1200 Mon - Fri. Activi­
ties include poetry. personal vignettes, memoirs and online pub­Kids Eat FREEI* lishing. 

MONDAY &TUESDAY - 5p.ll. •Closiog All instructors are certified English teachers teaching in GA. Writ­'-lII1IICdMSIIDIJ 
ing curriculum is aligned with the Georgia Performance Standard 
Kennesaw Mountain High School is located at 1890 KennesawWEDNESDAY All UCAN EAT $6.991 
Due West Rd NW. ~ 

PORK &CHICKEN - All Dav Camp Fee: $150 
Register at: www.kennesaw.edu 
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