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Backyard play sets have come a long way
from the basic swings and meral slides
that scorched your skin on hot summer
days.

And what better way to keep tabs on
your kids than ro build them their own lit-
tle kingdom out back?

“With more and more stuft going on out
there in the world, the more moms really
want their kids to play in their own back-
said Jeff Robertson, owner and
founder of Canron-based PlayNation.
“We try to encompass {in the play sets)
everything mom and dad and the kids
could want.”

PlavNarion manufactures its play sets in
its Canron plant. for distributien to retait
stores all over the country. It also selis play
sets through irs Web site: www.playna-
tion.com.

The company recently opened a brand
new showroom and retail cenrer in
Marietra — and it’s a hard sel} to walk out
of there if vou've got kids in tow. You may
even want to tesr Hrm m@(:ﬁ:—mﬂﬁ out \4,9—.:\.
self — go ahead, it's allowed and even
encouraged here.

The Marietta showroom is the only one
that PlayNation runs under irs own flag.
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parents to go find the perfect
playset for their children. Dreamtime Designs is located at 10787 Ga. 92, Woodstock. It's
open Monday through Friday from 9 am. to 5 p.m,, Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
information call {(770) 516-1554 or go to www.dreamtimedesigns.net.
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prian Pound. co-owner of Dreamtuime
Designs in Woodstock, starred our his busi-
ness when he was simply shopping for an
affordable, well-built back vard play set tor
his kids. Was that so much to ask?
° started shopping around. and T was
shocked at the prices,” Pound said.
So he decided he'd build a play set himself,
and his kids were pleased with the result.
Soon neighbors and friends noticed the
back vard wonderland. Word spread. People
started asking Pound ta build play sets for

«we did extensive research.” said Pound,
who co-owns the company with bnsiness
partner Rate Clark. “We decided, we don’t
hecessarily want ro be a huge company, why
ot build heavier and berter-built play sers?”

Dreamtme specializes in custom-designed
play sets. -

“Thar's what got us started, our
Dreamtime Designs is located in a building
that used to be a house—and in the front
yard of that house is a child’s fantasy land of
fun: Forts, bridges, slides, swings, arbors,

said Pound.

“Our business, nationally and internarion-
ally, is primarily wholesale, ro other rerail-
ers,” said Robertson. “Bur Atlanta has
always been our lifeblood and our best

| Creative Kirchens offers customers guid-

« 2005 sales: 9,400 closings: $3.6 billion | ance in choosing a design and closely super-

vises its subcontractors in carrying out the
|

plavhouses and more. ) )

Both Dreamrtime and PlayNation build
equipment that can be adapred or added to
as a clild grows older. o
“Many people buy them for rheir kids that
are not even a ycar old” said Pound.
Play sets can be built wirh safety railings thac
can be removed as the child gets older, said
Pound.

And vyou can always add mmmﬂ:‘,mm.
“A lot of times people resell the sets afrer
their kids are mnosﬁu., Pound said. “And
thev're movable—I even lend people my
tools!”

Sometimes, the play sets have even been

playplace for the kids

marker. It’s our home, and it makes sense
to have (a retail showroom) here.”
PlayNation's prices are aimed for the
medium-price market, Robertson said.
“Not much in the medium-priced market
was being sold here,” he said.
PlayNation started out as alocal company.
By its third year, 1t wenr natianal.
“The product just took off,” said
Robertson.

A stroll around the PlayNation show-
room gives a good sampling of the compa-
ny's most popular play sets; you can
choose one of the models, or creare a com-
bination af your own — as elaborate or
simple as vou like. You can start out small
and add on, or go for the whole thing ar
once.

And the array of choice is dizzying: Two-
and three-story rowers with piay houses:
swings: rope ladders; rock climbing wail
rrapezes; corkscrew climbers and fire-
man’s poles; slides of all varieties — even
built-in picnic tables, and a whole lot
more. It's a paradise for a kid, and a bless-
ing for parents who are running out of
oprions when their kids moan, ‘I'm bored;
whart can 1 do?”

Roberrson, a father himself, designs and
builds play sets char are sturdy and safe, he
says.

“I wouldn'c sell something that I would-
n't ler my own kids play on.” he said.

See Playsers, Page 20
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" Creative Kitchens is at 180 Parku > Ldo
Woodstock: phone (770) 924-4430; on the Web,
wiww. Creative-Kitchens.com

used as bargaining chips. .
“Theyre a setling pont for people selling
their home.” said Clark. “Somerimes the
buvers insist that che play sets be lefr with
the house.”
And you don't have ro be a kid to love to

lay.
n,} ior of people. especially men, say ,mrwm. 1s
as much for me as for my kids>” Pound said.
¢And we sure have a lot of fun when we build
them.” )

For more infarmation about Dreamtime Designs
call (770) '516-1554 or wisit www.dream-
timedesigns.net. Call PlayNation at (770) 424-
7779 or go to wu playnation.com.




