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ome construction in
County saw a slight
ugust after dropping for
1t months.

last month’s increase,
f new home construc-
wes to lag well behind
pace.
were 82 single-family
ermits issued in the
t month, up from 68 in
ywn from 211 in August

;is year, there have been
family permits issued in
a steep drop from the

1,827 permits
issued at this time
last year.

Mike Shina,

president of the
Cherokee -chapter
of the Greater
Atlanta Home el
Buildérs Associa- -
tion, said there Mike Shina
would continue to be some fluctua-
tion while the number of new hous-
es remains low. .

He said he expects the numbers
gradually will climb after the presi-
dential election in November.

“Next spring will be stronger
than this spring,” he said.

The county building depart-

ment, which covers
the unincorporat-
ed parts of Chero-
kee as well as the
city of Waleska,
issued 52 single-
family housing per-
mits in August, up
from 26 in July and
down from 109 in
August of last year.

County Commissioner Derek
Good said he thinks the beginning
of a turnaround is starting to hap-
pen, “but there won’t be any signif-
icant changes until after the first of
the year.”

“There are a lot of good, positive
things going on in the economy,”

Derek Good

he said.

So far this year, the county office
has issued 413 permits, down sig-
nificantly from 943 issued through
August last year.

, Canton issued 11 single-family
permits, the same amount it issued
in July and down from 54 issued in
August of last year. )

This year so far, the city has 98
permits, a drop from 417 issued at
this time last year.

Woodstock issued eight single-
family permits last month, down
from 18 issued in July and 15
issued in August of last year. The
city has issued 91 single-family

See Starts, Page 4A
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o McCain said in a
urlow prime-time address.
Writers “I have that record

and the scars to
Minn. — John prove it. Senator
W turned polit- Obama does not,”
wed Thursday he said of his rival for
uish the “con- the White House, Sen.
rancor” plagu- Barack Obama.
ition as he McCain drew a roar from
fall campaign his delegates when he
'hite House. ‘walked out onto the conven-
coming” to tion stage to speak, silhouet-

he promised
can National

1 out 'my hand
elp me get this
ving again,”

ted by a single spotlight. He
was introduced by a video
that dwelt heavily on his ser-
vice, a man hailed for “a
faithful unyielding love for
America, country first.”

“USA, USA, USA,”
’\ chanted the crowd in
) the hall. ~
McCain’s speech
was the highlight of
the final night of the
party convention,

Y X but before he took the

podium, delegates unani-
mously awarded the vice
presidential nomination to
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin. She
is the first female ticketmate
in Republican history.

McCain, 72 and cam-
paigning to become the old-
est first-term president in

See McCain, Page 4A

The Associated Press
Republican presidential candidate John
McCain prepares to speak at the Republi-
can National Convention in St. Paul,
Minn., Thursday.
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,.  Bicyclist killed in accident

Business
licenses up
for month

By Ashley Fuller
Cherokee Tribune Staff Writer

Cherokee County continued to see a
healthy and growing business commu-
nity in August.

Local governments issued 188 new
business licenses last month, up from
166 issued in July and
164 issued in August
last year,

So far this year,
1,528 new business
licenses have been issued in the county,.
up from 1,450 issued at this time last
year.

Dale Morrissey, chairwoman of the
Cherokee County Chamber of Com-
merce, said Thursday’s Good Morning
Cherokee event had more than 250 peo-.
ple in attendance. The “excellent”
turnout is an indication the business
environment is strong in the county.

“We are opening a new business
every time you-turn around,” said the
senior vice president of First Cherokee
State Bank, adding she expects to see the
growth in new businesses continue.

Misti Martin, executive director of the
Development Authority of Cherokee
County, said the growth in a slowing
economy “speaks positively for the
county.” '

She said there are a number of rea-
sons for an increase in new businesses
other than the natural expansion of the
county.

She said people affected by the hous-
ing slowdown could be “pulling the trig-
ger on something they have been con-
templating for a long time.” She said gas
prices also could be a factor, leading
people to give up a commute into
Atlanta to work from home.

The county business licenses office
handed out 116 new business licenses in
August, down from 121 in July but up
from 92 issued in August of last year. So

B See list/8A

See Licenses, Page 7A
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ret,” said Miss Cowart,
she wanted to com-
e idea of helping chil-
nd the arts. For her
, Miss Cowart used the
f a classmate, William
re, and of Jessica
6, of Holly Springs, a
of her boyfriend.
eeds raised at Riverfest
1 by the league to sup-
3 mission of helping
hildren in need. The
through Riverfest and
indraisers like the Run
Children conducted
Aarch, raised $85,000
r.

irt Committee Chair-
Melissa Whatley said
wart’s design best por-
he league’s mission.
more aware the com-
is of what we do ...
sedy children and fam-
roughout the county
sentials including den-
, eyeglasses, clothing,
| care or help with rent
y bills, the more they
t the fundraising
' she said. “The more
1draising efforts are
ted, the more assis-
he Service League is
offer. We are extremely
ative of the support
:ceived this year.”

To encourage the purchase
of the T-shirts, the league
gained the support of Chero-
kee County Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Frank
Petruzielo. School adminis-
trators are allowed to offer a
casual day once a week in
September so employees can
wear the T-shirts.

Area businesses also are
encouraged to allow employ-
€es who purchase the T-shirts
to wear them on a similar
dress-down day once a week.

More than 900 T-shirts
already have been sold, Mrs.
Whatley said Thursday.

The league has sweetened
the deal with a list of local
businesses that will offer dis-
counts or other special perks
to anyone wearing the T-shirts
in September.

Participating businesses
include Betsy’s on Main Street
in Woodstock,
Closeouts in Canton, Hardee’s
in Towne Lake, Jim Bob's
Chicken Fingers in Towne
Lake, Key's Jewelry in Canton,
Longhorn Steakhouse in Can-
ton, Moe’s in Canton, Roly
Poly Sandwich Shop in Towne
TLake, Shane’s Rib Shack in
Canton, Stevi B’s Pizza in Can-
ton, The Dance Pointe in Can-
ton, Traditions in Free Home,
Vine and Branches in Hickory
Flat and Zaxby's in Holly
Springs.

The T-shirts can be ordered
by contacting a league mem-
ber or through the Web site at
www.riverfest.org.
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s tested in a few build-
campus, such as the
Performing Arts Cen-
son Academic Center,
Education Center
| Freeman Library and
Learning Center. In
newer, faster wireless
was installed in the
s six residence halls.
October, the system
:xpanded to the Hasty
Life Center and the

er said the campus
nt about $100,000 for
ent and maintenance
system. The annual
surred by the college
between $5,000 and

'der to access the sys-
udents, faculty and
:into the network with
ame and a password.
wood said the college
o spend $1.2 million
e next three years on
:chnological enhance-

‘o the campus, which

raw more students to

1hardt will be one of
lers in the use of the

Web in effective instruction,”
he said. “We are making that
commitment.”

Isherwood added the
changing pace of learning in a
college environment is modi-
fying how Reinhardt reaches
out to prospective students.

Having a campus that has
a wireless network available,
he said, can do just that.

“We are rapidly moving
towards a world where
instantaneous communica-
tion is the norm,” he said.
“It’s becoming more a part of
student life.”

Doster said the wireless
network would give students
better network access as well
as allowing everyone on cam-
pus to be more mobile.

Being able to access the
Web with her laptop is a perk
sophomore Jessica Johnson
enjoys.

Ms. Johnson said she likes
being able to take her laptop
into the library and log onto
the Internet while studying.

Now that many, if not all,
laptops are being constructed
with wireless capabilities, Ms.
Johnson said Reinhardt’s
plan is in step with techno-
logical advances.

“It’s allowed me to use my
laptop around school and go
anywhere and get the Inter-
net,” she said.

kdixon @cherokeetribune.com

Cherokee

Licenses

Continued from Page ‘lA

far this year, the county office
has issued 1,059 licenses, up
from 950 issued at this time
last year. )

Woodstock’s  business
license office saw 41 new
businesses in August, up
from 24 in July but down
from 56 issued in August of
last year. The city has issued
254 licenses so far this year,
down from 326 issued at this
time last year.

Canton licensed 14 new
businesses in August, down
from 16 in July and up slight-
ly from 13 in August of last

ear. So far this year, the city

as issued 108 licenses, down
from 131 issued at this time
last year.

Holly Springs issued 13
new business licenses last
month, up from three in July
and from none in August of
last year.

Kim Ashley of Tripp-N-
Out Creations, a new busi-
ness in Holly Springs, said
she expects business growth
to continue in the city.

“We moved here two years
ago, and it has been growing
ever since,” said Ms. Ashley,
whose business crafts items
included Paci Pouches,
which are pockets for paci-
fiers that attach to the side of
a crib. -

The city has issued 77 new
business licenses this year
compared to 33 through
August of last year.

Ball Ground issued four

new licenses last month, up
from two in July and three
issued in August of last year.
The city has issued 29 new

licenses this year, up from

eight at this time last year.
Waleska has not issued

any new licenses this year,

Above: Kim Ashley of Holly
Springs attaches one of her
Paci Pouches to the outside of
a crib. Ms. Ashley makes the
pouches for pacifiers from
home for her business, Tripp'n
Out Creations, one of the 188
new businesses licensed in
Cherokee County last month.
Business growth was up for
the month and is increasing at
a faster rate than.last year.
Left: Ashley sews one of her
Paci Pouches.

n
Cherokee Tribune photos
by Amber M. McCloskey

and had issued one at this
time last year. Nelson has
issued no business licenses
so far this year or last year.

Game
Continued from Page 5A

smaller class sizes and
beefed up pre-kindergarten
programs to address the

state’s education woes. Cox_

is a Republican.

“I think everyone was a lit-
tle surprised when the news
came that the superinten-
dent was going to appear on
the show given everything
that’s happened this summer
in Georgia,” Teilhet said in a
phone interview Thursday.

The state announced ear-
lier this summer that 50,000
Georgia eighth-graders —
nearly- 40 percent — failed
state-mandated math exams
in the spring. And between
70-80 percent of sixth- and
seventh-graders failed the
social studiés test, which led
Cox to throw out the scores,
claiming the exam questions

‘didn’t match what students

had been taught.

On top of that, scores on
the SAT college-entrance
exam dropped for a second
straight year in Georgia,

pushing the state to 47th
compared to other states and
Washington, D.C.

The state is facing steep
budget cuts this year as state
revenues lag. Gov. Sonny
Perdue has asked for most
state departments and agen-
cies to plan for up to 10 per-
cent cuts to fill an expected
$1 billion hole. He also is
expected to cut 2 percent, or
about $171 million, from
state funding for Georgia's
schools.

Georgia Republicans said
Cox’s critics are making a stir
over nothing.

“I think it’s fun,” said Sen-
ate Education Committee
Chairman Dan Weber, an
attorney from Dunwoody in
suburban Atlanta. “My hope
is every fifth-grader in state
of Georgia watches it and
sees that being smart is cool
and learning can be fun.”

The episode was filmed
earlier this month, but so far
Cox has been silent about
how she performed. She is
scheduled to appear with
model Kathy Ireland.

The popular game show
pits adults against kids on
questions about math, sci-
ence, English and geography.

eeting

ple of others seemed to wear
out their welcome making
repeat appearances at the
microphone.

Marmhare nffarad mntinn

“They treated this
like a pep rally to

PUPRP B

Cobb EMC plans to build in
partnership with nine other
EMCs, Brown asked for a bet-
ter solution.
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Obituaries

Our Policy

We strive to list a complete record
of deaths in Cherokee County.
Please ask your funeral director
to contact us to place your notice.
Cherokee County death notices are
free. Family placed obituaries are
paid. For more information contact us
at 770-479-1441 or email us at
funeralnotices@cherokesetriburie.com

OBITUARIES

Placed by Family

Lorene McGee

Mrs. Lorene McGee, age 93,
of Holbrook Campground
passed away Thursday, Sep-
tember 4, 2008. She was a
member of Beaver Ruin Baptist
Church and preceded in death
by her husband, Jim McGee.

Survivors include sons and
daughters-in-law, Frank and
Peggy McGee of Free Home,
Joe and Patricia McGee of
Alpharetta and Don and
Dianne McGee of Alpharetta;
sister, Kathleen Heard of Cum-
ming; sister-in-laws, Floy
Vaughn of Mableton and Ruth
Gravitt of Atlanta; 11 grandchil-
dren, 11 great grandchildren;
numerous nieces, nephews
and other relatives also sur-
vive.

Funeral Services will be held

Bonnie Morrell

Bonnie Morrell, age 49, of
Woodstock, Ga. passed away
Tuesday September 2, 2008 at
North Fulton Regional Hospi-
tal. Bonnie was a loving and
caring wife, mother, sister and
daughter who always put God
first in her life. She will be
greatly missed by all who knew
her. She is survived by hus-
band, Al Morrell of Woodstock;
sons, Curtis, Daniel and Brett
Morrell, all of Woodstock; par-
ents, Curtis and Kim Clower of
Fayetteville; sisters, Donna
Antley and husband Mark of
Sharpsburg and Kim Mathews
of Peachtree City; several
nieces and nephews. A funeral
service will be held Saturday
September 6, 2008 at 2:00 pm
at Woodstock First Baptist
Church. Rev. Danny Singleton
and Rev. Glenn Clower will
officiate. The family will receive
friends from 11:00 am until the
hour of service at Woodstock
First Baptist Church. Interment
will follow at Cherokee Memor-
ial Park in Canton. A Memorial
Fund in the name of Bonnie
Morrell has been set up with
Wachovia Bank. Those who
wish may make donations at
any local branch or you may
mail your donations to The
Bonnie Morrell Memorial Fund
at Wachovia Bank, 6145 Hick-



