
A Union Hill man now faces a longer list of charges 
related to an alleged dogfighting operation he was run­
ning out of his home. 

,1 Randall Thaxton, 44, of the 6300 block of Union Hill 

Canton land-use map gains support
 
By Ashley Fuller 
afuller@cherokeetribune.com 

Canton stakeholders and 
officials said they support the 
proposed comprehensive plan 
update and land-use map, 
which appear headed to 
approval on Thursday. 

Members of the Canton 
City Council and its stake­
holder committee made up of 
residents conducted a public 
forum Tuesday night to hear 
citizen input on the update. 

If turnout is any indica­
tion, citizens may feel just as 
good about the update ­
only one person attended to 
offer feedback. 

The council at a called 
meeting at 6 p.m. today at 
Canton City Hall will hold a 
public hearing on the update 
and then vote to send it to the 
Atlanta Regional Commission 
and the Department of Com­
munity Affairs for review. 

The two agencies require 
local governments update 
their long-term growth plans 
every 10 years. They will 
review the plan and return it 
to the council, which is to 
address any concerns raised 
by the agencies and then vote 
to adopt the update. 

Ursula Cox, who lives 
south of the city, was the only 
citizen to speak at Tuesday 
night's hearing. She talked 
about the desire of Brick Mill 
Road area residents to be 
taken out of the city's growth 
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boundary, which is an area 
designated for future growth. 

Ken Patton,. director of 
community development for 
the city, said there is a provi­
sion in the text of the plan for 
the city and county govern­
ment to talk about the growth 
boundary agreement in the 
next five years. 

Members of the stakehold­
.er committee in attendance 
Tuesday carne to a consensus 
to remove the "New Canton" 
suburban zoning from that 
part of the proposed land-use 
map. The zoning allows one 
to three units to an acre. 

Patton said there are "envi­
ronmental constraints" that 
make the Brick Mill Road dif­
ficult for development. 

Cox said she otherwise 
liked the plan, adding a sug­
gestion to rj;:-evaluate the 
neig~borhood  living zoning 
area in south Canton that 
allows four to six units to an 
atre that can be traditional 
neighborhoods or senior 
housing. 

"TheFe is severe terrain 
and limited roads in that 
area," she said. 

Stakeholder committee 
members said they are pleased 
with the plan that they helped' 
the city staff and consultants 
put together in the past couple 
of months. 

The land-use map includes 
"New Canton" zoning areas in 

See Canton, Page 4A 

Photo special to the Cherokee Tribune 

The Canton City Council today will conduct a pUblic hear­
ing and vote to send its proposed comprehensive plan 
update and future land-use map to the state for review. 
This rendering of the map shows suburban area devel­
opment as yellow, employment centers as red, neigh­
borhood living as blue, traditional neighborhood redevel­
opment areas as light and dark purple, historic and tra­
ditional neighborhoods as gray, natural area as green, 
downtown urban center as and, community level mixed 
use and retail center as beige and major. 
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.~oad, wasPm1~t~.luesday  by the Chero­
kee ComitY Sli~rfl:t s Office on seven 
counts ofthe felony dogfighting charge, 10 
counts of animal cruelty and felony pos­
session ofmarijuana. 

He was served on Wednesday by the 
Cherokee County Marshal's Office's ani­
mal control division with citations for vio­
lating county ordinances. 

Animal Control EnforCement Officer Randall 
Eric B. Bastress said Thaxton haS been Thaxton 
cited with nine counts each of animal neglect, tethering an 
animal and having no proof of rabies inoculation.. 

Bastress said the prosecution on these counts may be 
merged With the criminal charges Thaxton will face in 
Cherokee County Superior Court. 

Thaxton remained in the Cherokee County Adult 
Detention Center on Wednesday with bond set at $95,000, 
according to the sheriff's office. 

His arrest on Tuesday was the result ofa two-week joint 
investigation into dogfighting operations in Cherokee 

See Thaxton, Page 4A 

Driver in fatal crash 
may face charges 
From staff reports 

Charges likely will be 
filed against the driver in a 
two-car crash on Highway 
20 in east Cherokee County 
that' killed a Buford 
woman. 

Bonita Green, 37, died 
Tuesday night at WellStar 
Kennestone Hospital in. 
Marietta from injuries suf­
fered in the crash at Water 
Tank Road in Macedonia at 
5 p.rn. that day. 

Initial- reports indicated 
a man in the same car had 
suffered fatal injuries,. but 
Eric Morin s~ived  and 
remained hospitalized on 
Wednesday at Atlanta 
Medical Center with seri­
ous injuries. 

Eric Morin was driving' 
an eastbound white Scion 
carrying Green when they 
were hit by a westbound 
black Ford Ranger. 

The driver ofthe Ranger, 
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Deborah· Altenburg, 57, of 
Adairsville, appears to have 
lost .control, overcorrected 
and then hit the Scion head­
on, according to the Chero­
kee County Sheriff's Office. 

The crash ·remained 
under investigation on 
Wednesday, but charges 
likely will be filed against 
Altenburg. She suffered 
non-life threatening injuries 
and was transported to 
North Fulton Regional 
Hospital in Roswell. 

Sheriff's office Public 
Information Officer Sgt. 
Jay Baker said investigators 
are working to' determine 
the cause of the accident 

"We don't know if sh' 
fell asleep or took her e' 
off the roadway or if tt 
were contributing faC' 
such as excessive sIl' 
alcohol, Baker said 
toxicology repor 
been orden.' 
Altenburg. 
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OPROrrlmities th~," she said. 
She also mentioned improve­�

ments, such as widening and� 
landscaping, to Highway 5 in the .� 
south end of the city, an area she� .~·oJI said is "really stressed." 

Councilman Wally Fowler 
, said he thought the staff and 

consultants did a good job of 
collecting all the data. 

"Overall, it was excellent,"� 
he said.� 
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