
SEPTEMBER 3, 200B BUSI~~ESS THE CHEROKEE LEDGER·NEWS 27-

HART: County officials'delighted' \\~th expansion
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"We are very happy to enter in· 
to the long-term lease with a 
quality company such as Chart 
Indusu'ies and look forward to a 
lengthy relationship with them," 
Gats said, adding that she hopes 
the new multi·tenant building 
can accommodate Chart's future 
growth as well. 

Fischman said his firm moved 
its distribution and service and 
biomedical divisions to Georgia 
from Minnesota five years ago, 
but wasn't able to secure enough 
space in the Cherokee County 
area at that time. 

Development Authority Chair­
man Marshall Day said, "We 
tried to locate this division of 
Chart Ind ustries almost five 
years ago, but didn't have the 
available space for them. We are 
so proud that they have chosen 
Cherokee County." 

Martin said five years ago Day 
and Development Authority 
member Steve Holcomb met with 
Chart, and at that time they 
couldn't see locating in Chet·o­

kee, but now feel it's ideal. 
"It makes a statement for com· 

munity," Martin said. "It says, 
yes, we're ready for high·end cor­
porate development." 

'It makes c statement for 
community. It says, yes, 
we're ready for high-end 
corporate development.' 
Misti Martin 
Cherokee County Development Authority 

She said initiatives such as the 
current recreation bond on the 
ballot tha t would provide more 
parks to Cherokee is attractive to 
firms wanting to locate their ad· 
ministrative offices here. along 
with the quality of life and the 
lessened commuting tinne. 

Bilijack Bell of Wilson, Hull & 
Neal Real Estate represented 
Stag Enterprise and was instru· 

mental in putting the deal to· 
gether. 

"As an industrial real estate 
specialist focusing in the North· 
west market over the last five 
years, I have seen a significant 
amount of companies migrating 
to Cherokee County in order to 
take advantage of the pro-busi· 
ness atmosphere, good schools, 
high quality of living and bridge 
the gap between where they work 
and where they live," Bell said. 

Cherokee County Commission 
Chairman Buzz Ahrens said the 
board is "delighted" with Chart's 
decision to expand its Cherokee 
operations 

"The Development Authority 
has been working closely with 
Chart for some time now to iden· 
tify the best location," Ahrens 
said. "This is a great example of 
business growth and expansion 
needs being met locall)~ "Ve very 
much appreciate Chart Indus· 
tries' commitment to Cherokee 
County and wish them contin­
ued success," 

AGR TOURISM: Farmers find w'ays to diversify with fun
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"We've met a lot o[ wonderful 
people and have gotten to know 
th em over the years," she said. 

Pugliese said the key to a suc· 
cessful agritourism business is 
finding a unique niche. He said 
some examples include afarm or 
ranch operated by a family for 
generations with unique her· 
itage components; a unique loca· 
tion with attractive amenities; 
or unique recreational activities 
available such as corn mazes, 
hayrides, petting zoos, pick your 
own farms, fishing ponds and 
theme gardens. 

"These businesses benefit 
communities by increasing agri­
cultural and environmental 
awareness. This awareness 

elps people to understand the 
importance of agriculture and 
the benefits it provides toward 
nreserving green space and 
stewardship of the environ· 
ment," he said. 

"Agritourism businesses can 
so provide a steadier source of 

lllcome for farmers and help di­
versify their farm business," 
0 ......1;" .... ,.. .... ,,~..;I ""'l..~ ; l:'_ ••• __ 

ers something to fall back on 
during tough times such as 
drought. Ultimately, this can 
help farmers stay in business, 
which helps preserve our local 
green space and rural heritage," 

Pugliese said he thinks proba· 

'There is a growing concern 
that today's indoor, seden­
tary tdestyles lead to a 
IInature deficit disorder" ill 
youth.' 
Paul PugHese 
Cherok.ee Counly Extension Agent 

bly the biggest difficulty with 
the industry is meeting the in· 
creasing demand for this partic· 
ular type of tourism in north 
Georgia. 

Pugliese suggests if people are 
interested in beginning an agri· 
;_~~~ism b1.!~ine~s. th~l' ~~ould 

pand as success allows them to. 
Also, the ability to work well 
with the public is a must, he 
said. 

"Agritourism activities may 
result in extra responsibilities, 
require additianallabor, inter· 
fere with ongoing farm activi­
ties, lead to a deterioration in 
privacy and increase the farm's 
exposure to risk and liability," 
he said. 

Agritourism also has the po­
tential to encourage children to 
become interested ill the agri· 
culture industry. 

"There is a growing concern 
that today's indoor, sedentary 
lifestyles lead to a 'nature deficit 
disorder' in youth," Pugliese 
said. "Research has shown an in· 
crease in behavior disorders as· 
sociated with nature-deprived 
children. 

"A lot of farmers believe that 
exposing children to agriculture 
is ,iust as importanL as raising 
crops - some might even say that 
children are an essential com· 
m.o?i~ y in that respect," Pugliese 
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