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Investigator!> are piecing 
together the reason a Can­
ton man shot and killed a 
Sutallee woman and the 
himself. 

It is the first murder in 
more than a year in Chero­
kee County. and detectives 
said they beUeve jealousy 
drove Jason Hill. 50. MCan­
Lon to kill ex-girlfliend, 
Wanda Atkins, 46. 

"It appears that the vic­
tim had been trying for 
some time lo end their rela­
tionship," said Capt. Ron 
Hunton of tl1e Cherokee 
COlUltv Sheriff's Office. "11 
also appearb l11at the offend­
er believed that the victim 
~\!as dating ~on leone else. ,. 

Ms. Atkins was found 
dead of a gunshot wound at 
her home on Rhine Road 
off Highway 20/Knox 
Bridge Highway in west 
Cherokee around noon Fri­
day by sheriff's office inve<;­
tigators after her curren t 

oyfrieod called them to 
he scene. 

Her current bo)ftiend 
had gone to check on her as 
she had not called or 
showed up at work at 
Honda in AI pharetta sinc" 

Ms. Atkins inside, the cur­
ellt boyfriend called the 

police. who forced entryand 
discovered her body and a 
bullet casing in her bed. 

Investigators tracked 
down Jason Hill shortly 
bdore 5 a.m. Saturday 
morning at his Walden 
Crossing apartment on 
I fighway 140/Hickory Flat 
llighwav in Canton as a 
suspect in the killing. Police 

fficers attempted to coax 
Hill out of his apartment, 
but several gunshots rang 
Ollt before they could enter. 

1fill was pronounced 
dead of a self-inflicted gun­
shot wotUld. 

Hunton said I lill had no 
criminal record and the 
victim had not made any 
complaints about him to 
police. . . . 

TIe did add the \'lctll11 
bad reported to family and 
friends that Hill had been 
repeatedly calling her and 
ignoring her pleas to cease 
the calls. She had been try­
ing to end the relationship 
for several weeks, he said. 

It remains unknown, 

See Motive, Page SA 
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Highway norlh of Sugar Pike 
Road in Hickory Flat shortly 
after 8 a.m. ll1e driver lost 
control and the bus hil an 
electrical utility pole and 
came to rest on its side. 

The bus was carrying 27 
students to classes at Cross-
Roads Middle/High, Dean 
Rusk Middle and Sequoyah 
High schools. Of those stu­
dents. 26 were taken to hospi­
tals. while one elected nOI I 
go. 

One of the students from 
Sequoyah Iligh remained at 
Atlanta Medical Center on 
Tuesday with non-critical 
injuries. said Mike McCowan. 
director of public informa­
tion. communications and 
partnerships for the cOllnty 
school district. The hospital ­
ized student passed out fol­
lowing the crash. while tl~e 
others were alert and suffered 
minor injuries. 

Five of the Sequoyah High 
students returned to classes 
Tuesdav, while the hospital­
ized stlident and eight others 
were absent. said Principal 
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Elliot Berman. 
Of the 12 students trom 

Dean Rusk Middle involved in 
the accident. only one did nql 
return ro class Tuesday, said 
Princil?al Elaine Daniel. She 
added that sntdeul was not 
absent due to injuries or rea­
sons associated with the 
crash. 

The one CrossRoads stu­
dent involved was released 
from the hospital. but abo did 
not attend classes Tuesday, 
according to Principal 
Richard Landolt. 

The bus driver. 64-year­
old Louis Monscrrate. of 
Marietta, will be charged 
\vith failure to maintain his 
lane by the Georgia State 
Patrol, which is conducting 

_ 

v-n:-n..--.-.-'\;&lIC"""u......··-·w1-ft-ay 
north of Sligar Pike Road in 
Hickor". r:laL 

The ~tudenrs were taken 
to local hospitalc; for treat 
Illenl :ind all but one had 

the investigation, 
Monserrate, \\110 could 

not be reached for comnwnt. 
joined rhe district slaff in 
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e cities growin
 
loaned hy47.726 people-l1.!i pn~nl 
to it<; population last year of464,200. 

:herokee's wee smaller ci ties also we 
included in the study. 

Nelson. which straddles the border wi 
Pickens County. grew bv 29.2 percent du 
ing the period.lt added 183 people over 
seven years for a total poplllation last ye 
of 809 reSidents. 

Ball Ground aJso grew, with 6.G pe 
cent more people now calling the cit 
home. The poplllation increased to 7 
last year from 730 in 2000. 

Waleska saw its populal ion slide by 3. 
percent. The college town was home t 
61 fi people in 2.000.1Jut the ARC now eSI 
mated it at 596. 

State Rep. Calvin Hill (R 
Hickory Flat) said he wit 
introduce legislation lIrgin 

See Road, Page 4 

A Cheroke 
County school 
bus rests on its 
driver's side aft 
a crash Monda' 
morning on 
Highway 
140lHickory Flat 
Highway, north 
Sugar Pike Roa 
in Hickory Rat. 
Skid marks she' 
where the bus 
crossed the cen 
ter line before 
coming to rest 
on the opposite 
side of the roa 

'\ugust. but had been on th 
route ror only t" shurt time, 

See Crash. Page 4 

From staff reports 

Three of Cherokee COWlty's cities are 
among the fastest growing in the metro 
Atlanta region, according to a new repon. 

anton was ranked No.4, HoDy Springs 
at No.5 and Woodstock at No, 8 out of 66 
cities for their percentage of population 
growth between 2000 and 2007, according 
to the Atlanta Regional Commission study. 

Canton's popUlation swelled by 1:H.2 
percen t - an addition of 10.116 people. In 
actual change, an increase from 7,709 in 
2000 to an estimated 17.825 in 2007. the 
city is ranked NO.6 in the region. 

Holly Splings added 4,053 people aur­

ing the same period, growing by 126.9 per­
cent. Jt ranked at No. 19 ill lenns of actual 
population growth- from 3,1~5 people in 
2000 to last year's 7,218. 

Woodstock sa\'\ the fifth-highest num­
her of people move into its Iimils in Ih 
region, wiu) 11.:142 mOVing there betWeen 
2000 and 2007. 'J11C pupulation has grOWl 

112.9 percent. trom 10.050 in 2000 to 
21,392 last year. 

The city with lhe regiol1'~ highesl 
growth rate percentage is Villa mea al 1~11.7 
percent. adding 7.924 people over seven 
years to its 2000 population of 4.134 

The city that added 11ll' mal'l peopl 
during the period \s AtlantH. which bal­


