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Cherokee job g,rowth jumps 34 percent 
By Ashley Fuller 

Marietta Daily Journal Staff Writer 

ATLANTA - Business growth in Cherokee County fares well compared with the rest of metro 
Atlanta, an Atlanta Regional Commission report found. 

According to the report, Cherokee ranks second in percentage of growth for businesses and 
employees. 

The county increased from 3,247 businesses in 2000 to 4,367 businesses in 2005, about a 
34-percent boost. The increase was second in the region only to southeast Atlanta's Henry 
County, which saw a 43.5-percent increase. 

The number of employees at Cherokee companies also grew from 29,283 in 2000 to 40,555 
in 2005, an increase of more than 38 percent. 

Cherokee again comes in second to Henry, which experienced a 41-percent increase in 
employees during the same period, from 28,438 people in 2000 to 40,239 in 2005. 

Cherokee's 1,120 added businesses during the five-year period ranked fourth in the region, 
behind Gwinnett's 3,284, Fulton's 2,895 and Cobb's 1,615. Cherokee's 11,272 added 
employees were third in the region, behind Gwinnett's 16,919 and Henry's 11,801. 

"That speaks to the widespread desire of people who want to live and work in Cherokee," said 
Marshall Day, chairman of the Development Authority of Cherokee County. 

Misti Martin, executive director of the development authority, said the employment growth is 
due to thriving existing businesses. 

"We are seeing really good growth from our local companies. They are having success and 
have to expand and they keep expanding," she said. 

She attributed the number of new companies opening in the county to solid local 
infrastructure. 

The county saw growth in the number of businesses in every sector of its economy, with the 
real estate indust,ry seeing the greatest growth. 

According to the report, 116 real estate companies opened in the county during the five-year 
time period, which totaled a 99-percent increase in the number of Cherokee's real estate 
businesses. 

Fred Tucker of ERA Sunrise Realty and president of the Cherokee Association of Realtors said 
he has seen larger real estate companies open franchises in Cherokee in the past few years. 

"The growth in the county has spurred that," he said. 
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