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[givo:s us] busines..~ insighL Our staff has 
int~rviewed to date 19 that have 25 or 
more employees. lJ's 8 pretty in-dept,b 
inteI:view. 

All of them are in a growth mode. All 
of them arc saying 'fm almo;! all built 
OUI, I need additiooal space.' 

Another reason for doing [the survey] 
is 10 know industries arc about maxcd 
Ollt, 10 l1Iake sure WI) keep then in our 
commlDlity. Eigbty percent of new capilal 
inVCSImCO! and growth comes !Torn exist­
ing businc.scs. 

We've lll.o;o tried to sell the reverse 
commute. The m.~jority of folks travel out, 
going to Fullon or Cobb, 65 percent mvel 
OuL. The good thing is it's slaying al that 
Dwnbcr. While there has been population 
growth, we certainly had business growth. 

Where 11 this growth comln!!: from? 
We do gcl a lot 0 f I'rn''JlCct. out of 

Cobb and Fulton Counly, and even some 
Oul of our hordering collDties. For whatev­
er reason, they are intcrested in' Cherokee. 
The ones iD Cobb, especially, they want 
ro keep their CUTTent workforce. They feel 
they can \10 Ihut in Cherokee. 

A lot of folks don'l reali:cc )·75 hits 
Cherokee in the southern area ofthe roqn­
1)'. A lot of new growth along there focuses 
on Hwy. 91 and Bells Ferry. Majestic 
Really is doing a Dew industrial pad:. They 
assembled S differenl pfUPC'ties ma 90­
acn: park by Hwy. 9~ Hnd 1-75. 

So that corridor all of a sudden has 
been ve,ry hoI., I guess you would say, for a 
101 ofAtlanta brok.ers that have d(lne deals. 
II's six miles above Cha~tain. So you see 
a lot of people whn would not ordinarily 
look at Cherokee lookin/!: al thaI particular 
~ite. 

Now then:: are 8 101 of dcveloper1l that 
are Looking in thal..arca. 

One otber thing I'd say thai has led 10 

our progress: the forwaT'd thinking of our 
leadership wheo it com~s 10 infrllSlnJeture, 
espec' lIy Cherokee Water and Sewer. 
'I11ey seem to have bem ahead of the eUNe 
in mauy instances 3S far "" water ~-upply, 

expan:lion of sewer infrastructure. I think 
!hat has 100 us 10 dewlop some areas that 
would have taken years. 

Hack in Ihe early '90s, ,lh"y did lbe 575 
Ailport !ndu,trial Park.. Tbey worked bard 
LO get water and sewer, Thai had led that 
In he a ililtlc wor.kforce center. With !he 
expansion of the airport now, it's getting 
a 101 o( (oeu.•. I think lh"t's another n:a.~on 

for thaI progress. 
Where is CbeT'okee County going? 
One of the things we're trying to focus 

on is bringing more wbite collar employ­
ers in. The fOClLO of the Developmenl 
Aulhority, Board of Commissiooers, city 
leaders from aU municipablies - wben 
we wOr\( wilh projcct managen al the 
state 'level, economic development. utility 
companies, they understand Ihat we arc 
in agreemenl for that Iype of growth. So 
) think that we will continue to suppoTl 
small bosiness development, and our exist­

ing industries. 
But [ think we an: going to Qy to diver­

sify what we bave, flIi$e Our profile, so to 
speak, to attract the higher ~'Ild job. It's not 
that we don'l have them now, but certainly 
!Ieed more. 

Whal a~ tbe majnr 'illdu!tTIes the 
COUIIty depClld! upon loday7 

i think ODe of our assets is that we 
dOD'1 have on.e sector ,that we rely OD. 

Thillk about Lockheed in Cobh, others in 
Cobb, think a!>oul carpet mills In Dallon. 
There'8 certain companies thaI you always 
think about with certain comp;wies. !'m 
Dot sure there's one [in Cherokee] thai we 
think of. 

We have a lot of companies th.8t arc 
suppliers 10 big cornapnies. It·s nol the 

.household name, it's a kcy ingredienl, or n 
key PllTL Uniw=l Alloy COf]l., one ofOUT 

lop 10. They are aerospac.e, they supply ro 
Boeing., all of the hig naIm;s. Bill they arc 
001 the biK name thaI everybody knows. 
They haye bccu a Mge part of the commu­
nity in !lie IlISl 10 yCJlTS. They spent aImosl 
$27 million OD an expansion 3 y ago. 

And we sli11 lJ;,ve Wrne of OUT long­
time industtiCl!. Pilgrim's Pride still has 
:1 la!1le j}lalll in this community. Meyn 
America. whieh moved tbci~ office over 
from Flowel)' 'Branch, in part of the for­
lOeT .EveDl10 buihling, bas ",k"n over tbe 
majority of the space. Tney are a maoufac­
tl!!ing company as well. They do have a lot 
of wlUte oo.Uar employmenL 

We do have wide diversity, medium LO 
large, about 200 etnployees. 

Whal will it take 10 bring the.oe 
IJIdustrie. aDd buDDe5Set 10 Cherok.ee 
COUllty'! 

Another area that the Development 
Authority spent a geal deal of time on is 
getting develop<:£O interested in Cllerokce 
County. TCllto fifteen y\'3n; ago, il seemed 
like they wl!Jltcd 10 build thcir own faci1i­
Iies, found their own land 81)d Iheir 0WlI 
contraeJor. But now it seems like so many 
C<lffipanics, t,hey B~ quickly, all ofa sud­
dCll they arc out of space and they don't 
have the time 10 COllcentrdtc on building 8 

new facility. It's vel)' simit..r to build your 
own hotnc, or buy a home that fits your 
tlllltcs or Ilec~k 

What we've seen as the tn:i1d over the 
past five yeaTh, the ncod for spec buildings, 
or avaih.blc buildings. 

Wbco I moved bac" 10 Cherokee, we 
bad a lot of space. We had closings, 
Even.Oo had closed, Herman Miller moved 
back 10 Miehig;m in a downsizing. We 
had ('90'0 buildings ovcr )00,000 square 
fect, one 75,000, ODe 85,000 square feet. 
The 75,000, 85,000 gOI loilS of prospects 
- and so did' Ihe ones over 300,0()() square 
f~'CL There an:n't a 101 of buildings over 
300,000 square feel anywhere. All ofthose 
have been occupietl for quite some time. 

W1uIt is Ibe county doing? What 
about tbe cities? 

Wilh five municipalities, and then 
YOU'YC got Cberokee County govemm~nl 

as well, there's a 101. 
WoodslOck is doing so rnuch, especial­

ly dowmowo. With Hwy. 92 widened all 
the way LO 1-575, there's additional growth 
nod regrowth. 

HoUy Springs brings a lot of focps 

downtown with flOvitalization, ro bring 
morc development, mOTe commercial 
growth LO cily Iimi!s. 

Canton, a11 snItS of different, ll1i.n,gs. 
The mayor has iJelioltcly l!nllC11SI00d that 
growth wa~ coming - be wanted the city 
10 playa Trutjor role in how growth is coro­
,;ng, tryiDg to shape the growth. The OJuffs 
an: supposed to draw at lea..t 15,000 jobs 
10 that area. Appalachian Tech bas 25 
aCTell the-re. It just sccurod abolll $7 mil-
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lion from the legislature for it. first boiJ 
ing for the C!!!Dpus, a 30,000 10 35,0 
'quar~ feet building. 

Appalachian Tech has options to pI 
chase anolber 30 LO 25 acres. 

Waleska bas seen growtb wi 
Reinhardt College. A .DeW phanna 
building opening in Waleska. Ril;hl ll< 
Waleska is nOI on sewer - it has llot 81: 

see CHEROKEE, Page ~ 


