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Ahren' 
and Comrni ­
sioner Karen 
Mahurin 
both aid 
attracting 
newbusi­
ne . es to the 
county is a Karen 

priority this Mahurin 

year. 
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on tax r form. The freeze 
would lock a property owner 
in at their 200 a sessed 
value until they sold tll ir 
property. The property 
wouLd be rea se, ed when a 
new own r buys tbe 
property. 

"This will keep the board 
from having the p wer to do 
backdoor tax increa e' by 
'imply allowing the values 
o go op without actually 

increasing the millage 
rates," h aid. "If the coun­
ty needs more money, make 

"We are ready and willing 
to do whatever is necessary 
[0 get candidates here," 
Ahrens aid. 

Ms. Mahurin said she 
hopes to see companies 
move into the ounty' new 
Bells Ferry Livable Centers 
lnitiative study r a in 
outhwest Cherokee, where 

improvement including 
new road and more parks 
and civic pace are planned. 

"I'm looking forward to 
watching that area grow," 
he said. 

'he also want. to 
research creating new ordi­
nances to addres illegal 
immigration in the counly 
and improve th edian on 
Wade Green Road in south­
west Cherokee. 

Ahren aid whl1 the 
county has not yet landed a 
big company for the Bluffs at 
Technology Park in Canton, 
the county' new adminis­
tration buildi g in the park 
is on schedule to be cum­
pleted by late summer or 
early fall. . 

.. I really thi nk we will be 
having a Chri tmas party in 
the new building." Commis­
sioner Hm Hubbard said. 

"I'm really 
looking for­
ward to that 
opening." 

Hubbard 
said he also 
is anticipat­
ing th com­
pletion of Jim Hub
cleanup 
work at the four remair 
multi-u e center affec 
by mold. 

Th multi-u e c 
housing fire Station 
located near the Ch.e 

ounty Airport. 
reopened and the cent' 
Waleska. ree Home, J-J 
ry Flat and BlidgeMi 
should be ready by the 

Board member' 
other accomplishmem 
2007 included the sub 
tial completion 0 the ( 
ty's comprehensive Ian 
plan update. prese 
county project in th s 
Transportation Imp 
ment Plan, passing a . 
dog ordinance and 
merging of Canton's bu 
lrol1ev vstem in t). I 

transportation ystem. 
afuJler@cherokeetribun . 
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of reasons we didn't want to 
do that any longer," Dr. Kell­
netJ1 Irons, chief of COlmnu­
nity clinics for SMOC, said 

·day. 
So SMDC put together a 

comprehensive conflict-of­
interest policy thar. among 
other things. limits access 10 
its clinics by drug company 
representatives. Employees 
suggested the "Clean Sweep" 
trinket roundup, Irons said. 

Ken Johnson, a spokesman 
for the Pharmaceutical 
Research and ManufacnlIers 
of America, had heard of hos­
pitals and clinics banning pro­
motional item' before, but 
said SDMC's purge was 
unprec dented. 

"I've never seen nor eard 

ous about keeping pre.' rip­
tion drug costs down and 
making unbiased medical 
decisions, Irons said. 

The ba kIash against the 
cozy relationships between 
doctors and drug makers 
gained stearn from article in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association in 2006. It 
said research had shown that 
even cheap gifts, such as pens. 
can affect doctors I prescribing 
deci ions. 

The Prescription Project, 
funded by t e Pew Charitable 
Trusts. was founded to pro­
mote the JAMA article's rec­
ommendations for cOlmtering 
aggr ssive marketing to physi­
cians by the pharmaceutical 
and medical device industries. 

Marcia Hams. assistant 
director of the project. said 
she too hadn't heard of a 
roundup like SDMe' , but 
hopes other health organiza­
tions follm it lead. 

bans, Hams said. 
Many of SMDGs ite 

be going to the health 
of the vangelical Lu 
Church of Cam (oon, 
has three hospital. an 
al mral health centers. 

Irons said there sh 
he a connie of inte 
Cameroon ecause the 
tised drugs aren't aVi 

there. 

SMDC Health Syst 
www.smdc.org 

The Prescription Pr 
www.prescriplionproje 

Pharmaceutical Resea 
Manufacturers ot A 

www.phrma.org 


