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County boasts more diversity
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By Ashley Fuller .
Cherokee Tribune Staff Writer l(

While Cherokee County's population is diversifying with a 133-percent increase in minorities in
recent years, its white population remains the metro area's second-highest.

.
A new report from the Atlanta Regional Commission shows the 20-county metro area's growth ¢ NO wu“

from 2000 to 2006 is due in large part to non-whites. .
* No Crowded Waiting Room

Of the 4.2 million people in the region in 2000, whites made up 60 percent, or 2.5 million, of
the population. In 2006, out of the 5.1 million people in the region, whites made up 54
percent, or 2.7 million, of the population.
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In Cherokee County, the non-white population grew at a faster rate between 2000 and 2006
than the white population.

Compared to the rest of the region, Cherokee's 133-percent growth in its non-white WA, M M
population was the fourth highest, behind Forsyth (206 percent), Paulding (194 percent) and .mqmckersmyrna.com

Henry (187 percent) counties. Cherokee ranked 10th in the region in the total number of non-
white population growth.

Out of a population of 141,903 in 2000, non-whites numbered 13,974, By 2006, the non-white population totaled 32,552 people out of a population of 195,327,
a growth rate of 133 percent.

The white population grew from 127,929 people in 2000 to 162,775 people in 2006, a growth rate of 27 percent. The rate is the region's fifth-highest, with the
total number growth ranking third.

The white population made up a majority of the county in 2006 with 83.3 percent. The only metro county with a higher percentage is neighboring Forsyth,
which in 2006 was home to 128,22 whites that made up 84.9 percent of the population. Right behind Cherokee, neighboring Bartow County is at No. 3 with
75,632 whites in 2006, making up 82.8 percent of the total.

Of minority groups, Cherokee saw the biggest population jump among Hispanics, from 7,695 in 2000 to 16,353 in 2006 - a 112-percent increase. The Hispanic
population accounted for 8 percent of the total population in 2006.

Cherokee's black population saw a 187-percent increase from 3,519 in 2000 to 10,086 in 2006. Blacks made up 5 percent of the total population in 2006.

The Asian population saw the greatest percentage increase among minorities - 192 percent - from 1,157 in 2000 to 3,384 in 2006. Asians totaled 1.7 percent of
the total population in 2006.

The population of other minorities increased by 70 percent from 1,603 in 2000 to 2,729 in 2006, or 1.4 percent of the total population.
Canton Mayor Gene Hobgood, a member of the ARC board, said the growth likely was influenced by the availability of jobs.

"The economy was moving along pretty well," he said.

Hobgood said the numbers could dwindle to some degree if the current economic conditions do not improve.

"Jobs have become temporarily unavailable, hopefully just temporarily," he said. "It takes all kinds of people to make the work go round. It is good that we are
not all alike."

County Commission Chairman Buzz Ahrens, who serves on the ARC board, said he views diversity as a positive aspect of a community.
The growing diversity could be attributed to the quality of life in Cherokee, according to Ahrens.
"It means that Cherokee is attractive to a broad range of people," he said of the report data. "I view that as a positive."

Dennis Burnette of Canton, who is Cherokee's citizen representative on the ACR board, said a diverse community benefits Cherokee by creating an American
"melting pot."

"1 enjoy the opportunity to interact and learn about other people and their culture and their values," said Burnette, who is the president and CEO of Cherokee
Bank. "It builds understanding."
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