
Mrs. Carnes said Drake's pas m embership with 0 ier c am ­
bers will serve Cherokee well. Drake has worked in eight com­
munities during his career with G orgia Power and has served as 

airman of th e Newnan-Coweta County Chamber. 
"When I heard he was coming to Cherokee, I knew hi . lead ­

ship was something we could tap into. He brings a vealth of 
owledge," she said. 
Outgoing cham ber Chairman Tommy McFarland said he ha 

a busy, but productive, year leading th e organ ization. 
Coming into the position, McFarland said he would concen ­

trate on improving retention of chamber members. 
"It seemed like we would pick up a f w mem bers in o ne 

month, but we would lose that same amount eac month," 

e lopme t autho it works to attract i dustry
 
Fr om staff reports 

The Development Author­
ity of Cherokee Co unty thi s 
ear is working to a ttract new 

industry and 
increase ser­
vices it pro­
vides to local 
businesses. 

Misti Mar­
tin , exe cutive 
d irector of th e 
authority, 
aid a top 

ach ievement Misti Martin 
last year was 
en tering into an agreement 
with MDH Par tners to build 
spec buildings in the county. 

MDH Partne rs is con­
tru cting specula tive b uild ­

' l g S on 19 acres in th e Int er­
ate 575/Airport Industrial 
ark south of Ball Ground. It 

vill build four b uildings 
between 40,000 and 60,000 
quare fee t. 

She said spec buildings, 
hich are bu ilt without hav­

in g tenants signed, are 
'im perative" for economic 
growth in the county. 

"Most companies grow at 
a speed that when they real­
ize they need space, they 
need it right away," she said. 
They need something they 
an get in quickly. Sp ec 
uildings drive prospect 

activity." 
She said spec b uild ings 

~so are being built at High­
ay 92 and Interstate 75 in 

outhwest Cherokee by 
ajestic Part ners. 
Marshall Day, chairman of 
e authority, said spec 

uildings gi e businesses a 
eason to look at Cherokee. 

"It is hard to relocate 
omeone if you don't have 
ny inventory," he said. "That 

IS something we have sorely 

lacked in the county." 
Mrs. Martin said gaining 

Entrepreneur Friendh sta tus 
from the Georgia Depar t­
ment of Economic Devel p­
men t last year also was a big 
ach ievement for th e county. 

"It shows existing business­
es that there are resources in 
place to help them with their 
business and if anybody has 
been thinki ng about starting a 
business here, it tells them 

at there is help available to 
them to get started," she said 
ab out the designation. 

Another highlight of 2006 
as the opening of Meyn 

America in the former Even­
flo building off Highway 5 
sou th of Ball Ground. Of 
M yn 's 105 employee posi­
tions, about 20 were created 
after the company moved 
from Flowery Branch to the 
north Cherokee site. 

The opening of a new 
plant for Crane Materials on 
East Cherokee Drive n ar 
Highway 5 near Ball Ground 
was another achievem ent last 
year, she said, ad ding it wa 
expected to genen te 15 to 20 
more jobs. Transtechnik, 
which builds power supplies 
for mass tran sit, relocated 
last year from New Jersey to a 
building off Airp ort Drive 
near Ball Ground , bringing 2 
jobs to the new plant. 

Day said the authority th is 
year is looking fo rwa d to 
putt ing i increased budget 
to use by adding a project 
m anager positio to the staff. 

The proposed 2007 county 
budget, scheduled to be 
approved next week y the 
Board of Co m missioners, 
calls for increasing the 
authority's fu ndi ng to 
$315,000, up from $250 ,000 
last year. 

Mrs . Martin said sh e hopes 

to have the po ition, which 
would oversee r lations with 
exi ting indu tries and stay in 
close contact with local bu i­
nes e . filled b ' the end of the 
first quarter lhi year. 

he said the authority al 0 

will continue an effort start­
ed las t veal' to rna e 
improvements to its Web 
site at www. herokeega.org. 
Plans call for adding IS. or 

graphic inf rrnatio n sys­
t rns, data and demographic 
information . 

"It will really enhance the 
site selection proces ," she 
said about the GIS data. "The 
demographic v . I be good for 
mall bu inesses b cause th ey 

will have information sp ecific 
to their ite that they can add 
lO their business model to take 
to banks." 


