From staff reports

A Hispanic man was seriously injured
when he was hit by a U-Haul ruck Mon-
day in southwest Cherokee County and

dragged for 20 feeL

‘The man, whose name, age and city of
residence were not relcased by police,
was hit at the Smart Mart on Bells Ferry
Road just north of Highway 92 shortly

before 9:45 a.m.

Georgia State Patrol Trooper Brian
McQuaig said the vicim was one of a
large nuniher of day laborers waiting at

the store hoping to find work that day.
When they saw the U-Haul turn into the
parking lot, the dayv laborers rushed the

ruck.
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McQuaig said that when the truck
began to drive away, the victim grabbed
hold of the side mirror and ran alongside
it briefly before losing his balance and
falling under the truck. The driver did not
realize the man was under the wuck until
people began velling, McQuaig said.

When Cherokee County Fire and
Fmergency Services personnel arrived on
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The driver of the U-Haul was not
charged in the accident, which remains |
under investigalion. ‘
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the scene, they determined the victim, ‘
who appeared to be in his 20s, had been /
dragged underneath the truck far ahout )
The man suffered serious injuries to |
the right side of his head and abrasions to
hoth armis, according to EMS Battalion |
Chief Danny West. He was flown by heli-
copter ta Atlanta Medical Center in stahle “

Nonprotits gear
up for their own
donation drives

Groups gathering items for students

By Brittany Hackett
Cherokee Tribusie Stafi Writer

With the school year fast
approaching, organizations
across Cherokee County are
gathering supplies to distrib-
ute 1o students in need.

MUST Cherokee provided
school supplies to 1,099
kindergarten through 12th-
grade students last vear. Offi-
cials expect to help even
more children this vear due
10 an increasc of students in
need in the county, according
to Kimn Loesing, director of
the nonprofit Christian min-
isty in Canton,

“We were shocked last
vear with the number,” said
Ms. Loesing, adding the
shorter summer vacation has
cansed some delays with the
distribution.

“The supplies haven't
come in as soon as we'd
hoped,” she said.

Grace to the Nations, a
nonprofit Christian organiza-
tion, provided 100 to 125 stu-
dents in need with school
supplies last year. Spencer
Nix, director of the organiza-
tion, said he helieves they will

“We mostly get asked
for things for elemen-
tary and middle school
kids.”

— Lynne Saunders,

founaer. Papa’s Pantry and Farmily
Ministries

be hejping more students this
vear,

“It increases every vear.”
He sajd. “Probably about 150
this year.”

Papa’s Pantry and Family
Ministries Founder Lvnne
Saunders said she would not
know how the shortencd
summer vacation will inpact
their distribution efforts until
after school statts.

Typically, churches and
people from the community
will adopt a family through
the organization and provide
the needed supplies. The
most-needed supplies are
backpacks, crayons, washable
markers, travel-size tissue
packages, and small bottles of
See Drives, Page 3B

Small businesses report growth; county wins designation

State award recognizes local efforts

By Ashiey Fuller
Cherokee Tribune Staff Wrirer

Small  businesses  in
Cherokee are growing as
county leaders work 1o
improve conditions so com-
panies can perform better.

The Cherokee County
Chamber of Conimerce and
Dcevelopment Authority of
Cherokee County have joined
to win che Georgia Depart-
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ment of Fconomic Develop-
ment’s Enttepreneur Friend-
lv designation.

The certification, which is

awarded by the Georgia
Deparunent of Economic
Development,  recoguizes

countics as a good place to
do husiness.

The two groups have
formed an advisory board for
the project. While interview-
ing 50 small businesses in the
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county, the board learned the
companies plan (o hire 150
new emplovees in the next
couple of vears.

“These are businesses that
started small and continue to
grow and financially inmpact
the county,” chamber Presi-
dent and CEO Parn Carnes
sald, “These are jobs for our
residenns and are important
for the community to make

us a county where people can .

live and work.”
Jobs created by smaller
businesses sometimes  go

unnaticed hut are just as
impartant as new businesses
coming to the county,
according to Misu Martin,
executive director of the
developinent authority.

“Il a new employer located
creating 150 new jobs. the
community would be ecstat-
ic,” she said.

The hoard plans 1o inter-
view a toral of 75 smail busi-
nesses, witl survevs (0 be
completed by the end of the
week.

After the interviews are

conducted, the board will
develop a list of issues
brought up by businesses
that need 1o be addressed.
For example, if the survey
shows that businesses think
they are weak in sales and
marketing, the chamber will
offer marketing workshops.
“We are looking at the sur-
vey responses (o see how we
can strengthen the educa-
tional opportunities in the
county,” Mrs. Carnes said.
After the board has
assessed the top issues

among the county's small
business and developed a
way (o address themm, the
hoard will make its presen-
tation to a state pancl. The
panel will decide whether
the county deserves the
designation.

Mrs. Carnes said  she
hopes the board will appear
hefore the state panel in the
fall and she hopes to bear
about a decision on the des-
ignatiun by the end of the
vear,
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