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e.ton company nomiIal 
d 

Umw~wAll~Co~rilionin 
Canton has beennominated by Ap­
pwachian Technical College for 
the 2007 Manufacturer of the Year 
Award sponsored by the Georgia 
Department of Technical and 
Adult Education. The company is 
being recognized for its "high de­
gree of corporate responsibility, 
economic impact on Georgia, ani 
workforce excellence." 

UAC was nominated for theMan­
ufacturer of the Year medium size 
category, which includes employ­
ers with 171 to 750 employees. 

UAC manufactures hard alloy 
WUnUnUDl extrusions for aero· 
space manufacturers such as 
Boeing, Airbus and Cessna 

Group to open five 
UttIe Caesars freuKhi 

The Kirkley Group, LLC wi 
open five Little Caesars Pizza 
franchise stores 
throughout Chero­
kee and Northeast 
Cobb counties. The 
first location is 
scheduled to open in 
mid- to late Septem­
ber. It is locatedat 5574 Bells Ferry 
Road at the intersection of Ga. 9'2 in 
the Cherokee Corners Shoppmg 

ntel: 
FbrmoTT! information, oj.'iit little­

ew Cobb Arts Centre 
signs with TKketmaster 

The Cobb Energy Performing 
Arts Centre, scheduled to open its 
doors SepL 15. has appointed Tick· 
etmaster as the exclusive ticketing 
company for the new entertain­
ment complex. 

The Cobb Energy Performing 
~ C~nt::e. .a~~~ ~~i.on"'pr.,!j~. 

small compani sT big ole 0 
BY TOM .IOOIS 
tombrooics@ledgemews.(om 

Woodstock·based EDM Tech­
nologies is a company measuring 
its growth in increments of 8l}tnil­
lionths of an inch. 

The company is a quiet part of 
the manufacturing base of Chero­
kee County represented by small 
businesses in industrial parks and 
at other locations off the Interstate 
575 corridor based on skilled worK­
ers involved inhigh technology for 
customers with demandsfor high. 
quality products. 

EDM Technologies, which re­
ntly grew to 10 employees, is de­

cidedly high·tech. It makes preci­
sion tools and components for cus­
tomers requiring specialized met­
ws and other materiws honed 
down with computerized ma­
chines capable of cutting to within 
O.()()()OOO of an inch, said President 
John Cater Sr., who founded the 
company in 1988. 

EDM Technologies makes parts 
that go into NASA space shuttles. 
components for heart defibrilla­
tors used by SL Jude's Children's 
Hospital, tools for creating Plrelli 
Tires and other items. 

"We do some neat stuff," said 
Cater, who leads the company with 
his son, John Cater JI: 

The company uses a process 
called electricaldischarge machin­
ery (EDM) that uses highly concen· 
trated' Sparks to shape alumillUffi; 
brass, carbide. steel and other ma­
terials. The company has 13 EDM 

machines. together with the mills, 
grinder and lathes of a traditional 
machine shop, said John Cater Jr. 

Since the senior Cater founded it 
in 1988. EDM Technologies has ex­
panded beyond the operation that 
used one of the EDM machines, 
and its share of the specialized 
market has increased. with the ex· 
ecutives eyeing the Bluffs of Tech· 
nology Park for a future location 
for the company. said both men, 
who are residents of Macedonia. 

"We're the largest of whatwe do 
in the Southeast," said John Cater 
Jr. of the company located in a fa­
cilityof more than 7,000squarefeet 
in the Bell Industrial Park. 

Compames like EDM Technolo­
gies are a key partof tlte economic 
development strategy for the local 

nom}; accorcling to Develop­
ment Authority of CherokeeCoun­
ty (DACC) Executive Director 
Misti Martin. 

A rule of thumb used by the 
DACC officials is at least 80percent 
of new jobs and capitw investment 
that help boost the local tax base 
come from existing businesses, 
Martin said. 

According to data compiled by 
the Georgia Department of Labor; 
in 2006 Cherokee County had 205 
manufacturing firms that em­
ployed a total of 4,761 workers. or 
10.2 percent of the county's em­
ploymentbaseof 46,813 employees. 
The totaUncluded 39,313 in lhe pri­
vate sector and 7,501 in govern­
mentjobs. 

"We've just been amazed by how 

TOM BROOKS IlEDGER NEWS 
John Cater Jr., vice president of EDM Technologies. left. and John Cater 
Sr., president say the growth of their company in Woodstock has been 
based largely on using advanced technology and a skilled. experienci 

orkforc.e. 

well these existing businesses are 
doing," Ma11in said. 

There are other examples of ·lit­
tle-noticed busmesses in the coun· 
ty that have expanding rolls of em­
ployees. For example, Gov. Sonny 
Perdue aimounced from Munich. 
Germany, earlier this summer af· 
ter a trade mission to the C7..ech Re­
public that Transtechnik, a maker 
of power supplies for mass transit 
systems, plans to add 45 jobs to its 
facility located near Ball Ground 

Che returns ot n bakery around 
IYERIIlA 
erikaneldnef@ledgell1E'Yof.>.com 

A Woodstock business owner re­
cently took a leap of faith in Pur­
chas~g a sIna!1 ~m'pany ,!,:he~ ~e , 
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by 2009. The U.S. subsidiary of a 
German company had eight em­
ployees when it opened its local of· 
fice here in early2006. the governor 
SHiel. 

John cater Sr. said all his compa­
ny does is related to the ··points. 
lines and circles" of geometry. 

The machines used by the com­
pany are Swiss·made. be said. 
adding its work conSists of "the 
most accurate method of machin­
ing in the world:' 
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