
Photo special to the Cherokee Tribl 

The Pilgrim's Pride poultry processing plant in Canton continues to be Cherokl 
County's largest industrial employee. The Company and Community Pride Teal 
which directs and gUides the company's involvement in the community, includes frc 
row from left, Carolin Vaughn Betty Bishop, Veronica Cordovez, Victoria Herrel 
Kelly Galloway; second row from left, Martha Covington, Steve Bass, Wanda Wigin 
ton, Rosalie Steinle; back row from left, Mark Williams, Duffy Sparks, Oliver C< 
Kellee Martinez Susan Radella, Frank Halpin, John Bennett, Samuel Macias. 
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distributes poultry equip­
ment, is ranked at No.3 with 
273 employees, said Robert 
Berten. vice president of 
human re ources. 

It's employee count may 
grow this year, as the compa­
ny is can idering moving 
some operations from hlol­
land to it location near the 
Cherokee County Airport 
south of Ball Ground. 

"We wanted to tran fer 
some of our capabilities to 
the U. ., which is our biggest 
market," h said. 

The company is also can­
siderin the addition of at 
least 30 to 35 positions within 
the year. The company had 
255 employees in 2006. 

Sam Hatcher. vice presi­
dent of engineering and pro­
ject execution for sixth­
largest ernplo er, Hydro­
Chern in Holly Springs, said 
the company is looking at 
adding orne positions. 

"It is a possibility with our 
backlog. We might add a few 
office staff and add some on 
the manufacturing taff," he 
said. 

Th hydrogen company 
had 125 employees as of last 
week, according to the cham-
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Cherokee's Top Industrial Employers 

1. Pilgrim's Pride in Canton: 850 
2. Universal Alloy In Canton: 280 
3. Mayn America/Hill Parts near Ball Ground: 273 
4. Chart Industries in Canton: 262 
5. Piolax in Canton: 250 
6. Hydro-Chern in Holly Springs: 125 
7. ERB Industries in Woodstock: 113 
8. Morrison Products in Canton: 100 
9. Kirk-Rudy in Woodstock: 95 
10. Quill Corporation: 90 

Sources: Cherokee County Chamber of Commerce an 
companies 

in 2006. 
The Quill Corporation in 

Canton, ranked at No. 10, has 
stayed at 90 employees. but 
could possibly add positions 
this summer. 

"Summer is usually our 
busy season, ,. said Pam 
Eller, office manager for the 
office product distribution 
company. 

Other top-ranked compa­
nies have also seen employee 
growth in the past year. 

Universal Alloy Corpora­
tion in Canton ha 2BO 
employee as oflest week, an 
increase from 245 in 2006. 
The No. 2 ranked aluminum 
extrusion company makes 
airplane parts. 

Piolax in Canton, an auto 
parts manufacturer ranked at 
No.5, grew from 229 employ­
ees to 250 during the same 

period. 
Chart lnduSlries in C~ 

ton. a tainless steel cylin 
company ranked at No. 
gr w to 262 as of last Wl 

from 246 employee in 20 
ERE lndustrie in Wo 

stock, a o. 7-ranked s 
equipU1ent and apron co 
pany. saw a drop in empl 
ees. dipping to ] 13 from 
during that arne period. 

Eighth-ranked Morri 
Product in Canton. w 
make Ilower wheels 
heating and. air:.eonJJi '0 
units, has stayed ar 
employees sin e 2006. 

Kirk-Rudy Inc. in Wo 
stock, a paper hand}' 
equipment company ra 
at o. 9; saw a light dro 
95 a oflast week from 10 
2006. 
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