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Clwrokf'/> fribuJle Staff WII/('r 

Local busine: es have 
be n gro'v\ring and plan to 
continue to do o. according 
to a new survey by the Devel­
opment uthority of Chero­
kee County. 

The authurity hoard on 
onday reviewed. tll results 

of the Fxi ting Industry Busi­
11 s In ight slIrvey onduct­
ed last year. 

Frolll May to Augu t la t 
year. the authority surveyed 
20 local companie with 2 or 
more employees. The survey 
asked how the businesses 
were doing amI what obsta­
cles th y were running into 
that the authority could h Ip 
them ov rcame. 

~ pan of the ufvey, the 
authority found that 15 or (75­
p rcent) of e ompanies 
poll tl planned t expalld in 
th next three years. 

The mh rit) al u found 
that 16 or tB4 p rent) f the 
compaJ.lie surveyed had 
introduced new product iJl 
the last fi e yeMs and 17 (85 
I er en!) ccled to add new 
pr ducts in the next two 
years. 

Misti I ar­
lin, executive 
director of 
the auth rity. 
said th 
resul are 
"very 
reassuri ng. 

"Fi.r t and 
foremost, we 
want to e 
our existing bust ne se 
1,'" w." she said ... It is encom­
aging til know that some of 
our busin s e hav gTO\-' l," 

She said th sur ey was 
important for the authority 
because it i anoth r way to 
stay in touch v.'i tIl the bu j­
nes c mmunity. 

"W want to do whare\! t 
we can do to fa Hitat their 
growth, " he aid. "W want 
to b. Ir th 'nl make their com­
pany mol' 'uce's fuL" 

rh smvey une \'ered 
some barri r i growth lhal 
th authodly can addJ'ess 

Companies involved in th 
urvey mentioned l:hallenges 

includin 1101 having any 
ro III to expand at their cur­
rem 10 alian, diffinJltv find­
ing skilled labOl and Ille la 
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of a good east-to-west con­
nector road through the 
county. 

Stephanie Wolfe Bagwell,. 

Obitua •es
 
Richard Smith, 61,
 

anie . Vietnam veteran 
ugh·
 
lawn Rlchard "Rid<' Smith. 61, of can­
~lza- ton, cied SUnday, Feb. 24. 2008.
 
and services Will be at11 a.m. today 

OX of at Huey Funeral Home in Canton. 
!r-in· with Dr. C. R. Hill officiating. Burial 
s of will be n Georgia National Ceme­
!dan tery in Ganton. 
jarS, Mr. Smith was a retired Delta 
their Airline pilot. He was an Air Force 
and veteran and served in Vietnam. 

Survivors include his wife, 
j at Debra Smith; two daughters. 
27, Jaceyln Wheeler of Broken Arrow. 

tpel, Okla. and Gwendolyn Smith of Salt 
!Ods Lake City. Utah; one brother, Roger 
will Smith of Knoxville, Tenn.; one sis­

.nds ter. Kathy Leach of Columbus. 
y at Ohio; and three grandchildren. 
om- Donations may be made to the 
Iam Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
the of Atlanta, 3715 Northside Park­

son- way, 400 Northcreek. Suite 300, 
fthe Atlanta, GA 30327, or Caring 

Bridge at W'NW.caringbridge.org. 

Julia N. Fricks, 93, 
Cartersville resident 

Julia N. Fricks. 93. of CartersvWe. 
. of formerly of Woodstock, died Sunday, 
24, Feb. 24, 2008. 

services will be at 3 p.m. today 
on at New Home Baptist Church in 

Irch Woodstock, with the Revs. Vemie 
..R. Worley, Bobby Daniel and Jesse 
be Stanford officiating. Burial Will be In 
in the church cemetery. 

Mrs. Fricks was a member of the 
~ts, New Home Baptist Churdl. She was 
md retired from the cotton mill. 
two Survivors include one son. 
lnd Bobby Fricks of Rex; two daugh­
an­ ters, Martha Schwartzwalder of 
ion Doraville and Ann Maimone of 
ton Cartersville; two sisters. Margaret 
r of Fricks of Woodstock and Cleo 
md Richardson of Canton; and many 

grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
10S and great-great-grandchiJdren. 
Jay Sosebee Funeral Home in Can­

ton is in charge of arrangements. 

project manager f r the 
authority, aid the authority 
already has followed up on . 
some of those concerns. . 

Earlier this ooth, the 
authority hosted an existing 
industry luncheon that fea­
tured fonner Georgia Region­
al Transportation Authority 
Exe utive Director Steve 
Stancil of anton. tancil }, 
talked about plan for 
improvements on lligh ay J 

20, which ut acras the 
county and connects major r 
roads inducting Interstate a 
575, 75 and 85 and eorgia tJ 
400.	 b 

"W~ are working irh a 
companie to find ne\ loca­
tion and have conne ted 
Ulen} wid) Appalachian Tech 
to help them find the skilled 
employees that th y need," 
Mrs. Bagwell said, refe ing to 
the college Ulafhas campuses 
in Wood tack and Jasper with <; 
plans for a ne one in 
Canton. 

Authority 
Chairman ­ Jil 
Marshall Day sa 
of Ball til 
Ground said ag 
he was ca 
encouraged re: 
by the be 

boresult. Marshall Day
"The new co 

product and the growth 
expectations speak wen of W( 

Cherokee County," he aid. jm 
"It shows we have a healthy tOI 
industrial base that is grow­
ing. That is what you want:' uti 
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deadline but said they would 
continue talking for a limited 
time. 

of Tuesdav, Florida Gov. 
Charlie Crist was the only one 
maintainin an optimistic 
tone. 

"We ontinue to pursue 
taUe'," Crist raid reporter in 
Tallahassee. "1 kno 'there aTe 
some challenges ahead ... J 
remain hopeful." 
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