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Majestic Realty developing industrial site in SW Cherokee
 

BY TOM BROOKS 
lombrooks@ledgernews,com 

New industrial space will be­
gin rising this summer in the 
southwestern corner of Chero­
kee County along Interstate 75. 

The first industrial buildings 
in Cherokee Commerce Center, a 
new 90-acre project near the in­
terstate that also fronts Ga. 92, 
are scheduled for completion by 
year's end, according to an offi­
cial of the Los Angeles-based 
owner/developer of the proper­
ty. 

The center under development 
by Majestic Realty Inc. is one of 
the major makeovers of the Ac­
worth area of the Ga. 92 corridor 
where Cherokee borders Cobb 
and Bartow counties. Area road 
improvements are also in the 
works. 

Carr Carothers, director of 
leasing and development for Ma­
jestic Realty's Atlanta office, 
said the Atlanta's Northwest 
market for industrial space is 
ready for new space. 

Construction of the first phase 
of light industrial manufactur­
ing and distribution buildings ­
ranging in size from 84,000 
square feet to 205,000 - began in 
May and will be leased, 
Carothers said. 

In all, the five buildings will to­
tal 686,000 square feet, he said. 

The buildings are speculative, 
yet Carothers said Majestic Real­
ty is confident tenants will sign 
up to fill the space. 

"There is some pent up de­
mand for these types of build­
ings," Carothers said. 

Completion of the first phase 
of Cherokee Commerce Center 
will be a milestone for the local 

economy; according to officials. 
The second phase will be retail 

development, he said, adding 
Majestic Realty officials haven't 
decided what they're seeking for 
the retail component. 

Although much of the atten­
tion on economic development 
has centered on the Interstate 
575, which runs north/south for 
23 miles as a spur of 1-75 through 
the entire length of
the county; the short ,'--=-".=---=-"1' 

section of 1-75 pass­
ing east/west 
through the county 
in the Acworth area 
is emerging as an in­
creasingly attrac­
tive "gateway" for 
the county's econo- Martin 
my; officials say. 

Neighboring Cobb and Bartow 
counties have industrial and of­
fice parks along the 1-75 corridor, 
a fast-paced transportation for a 
continuous stream of products 
running between Chicago and 
Miami. 

Carothers describes Cherokee 
Commerce Center as offering 
class A industrial space with 
master-planned architectural 
features. The privately held com­
pany tends to own its industrial 
properties for 20 years or more, 
unlike typical merchant 
builders, Carothers said. 

An extension of Northpoint 
Parkway is planned through 
Cherokee Commerce Center that 
will connect to Priest Road, 
Carothers said. 

The parkway passes through 
the industrial facilities and of­
fices, and by North Metro Tech­
nical College. 

The site for Cherokee Com­
merce Center used to be home to 

an illegal methamphetamine op­
eration and unsightly proper­
ties, according to officials. 

"We feel like this development 
is going to improve the image of 
southern Cherokee County," 
Carothers said. 

Development Authority of 
Cherokee County (DACC) offi­
cials are pleased the Majestic Re­
alty site bears the Cherokee 
name in a highly visible "gate­
way" location, said Executive 
Director Misti Martin. 

"I think it's going to spark re­
development for that area," Mar­
tin said. 

The county needs listings for 
large light industrial properties 
ready in short order for compa­
nies, Martin said. 

"It's going to be in a size-range 
we haven't had in quite some 
time;" Martin said, citing the 
need to offer prospects free­
standing buildings of about 
100,000-square-feet. 

Majestic Realty is an active in­
dustriallandlord in the 1-75 cor­
ridor. Its Walton Green Com­
merce Center, located in Kenne­
saw on Shiloh Road near I-75's 
Wade Green Road interchange, 
includes space leased to Cingu­
lar, Genuine Parts and JVC, 
Carothers said. 

Development of the new cen­
ter will be concurrent with ma­
jor transportation projects. 

Road projects under way in­
cludes expansion of the bridges 
over 1-75 and the interchange by 
mid-summer 2008, the widening 
of Ga. 92 in the area from two 
lanes to four by the fall of 2009, 
and concrete paving of an al­
most 9-mile section of 1-75 from 
Barrett Parkway to near Glade 
Road by the spring of 2009. 
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This aerial view of the Cherokee Commerce Center site under develop­
ment along,lnterstate 75 in the southwestern corner of Cherokee Coun­
ty shows the commercial and residential real estate in neighboring Cobb 
County. The property is near North Metro Technical College in Bartow 
County. 


