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Northside to build $24M MOB in Cherokee Co.
 
By UrvakshKarkarla 

STAFF WRITER 

Northside Hospital will invest about 
$24 million in a new medical office build­
ing in central Cherokee County. 

The 75,000-square-foot facility is 
expected to open in December 2009, 
pending regulatory approval, spokes­
man Russ Davis said. 

The building would include doctor's 
offices and offer outpatient services. 
Northside operates the 84-bed North­
side Hospital-Cherokee in Canton, 
which is about eight miles from the pro­
posed facility. 

Northside's push into the suburbs 
represents a trend by hospital systems 
to follow their patient population. Instead 
of making patients sit in gridlock and 
maneuver around mammoth central 
campuses, hospital groups are delivering 
care where patients live. Such outposts 
not only allow hospitals to gain market 
share in the communities they are in, but 
provide referrals to the main campus. 

Saint Joseph's Health System, for 
instance, will inject about $200 million as 
it paves inroads into suburban markets 
through a planned network of ambu­
latory centers in Atlanta's outskirts. 
Piedmont Healthcare will plow nearly 
$194 million into a replacement hospital 
in Coweta County. 

Northside's planned medical office, 
near the heavily traveled Interstate 575 

CORRECTIONS 

Patient growth: 
Northside is 
starting out 
small with the 
medical office • 
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commuter corridor at Sixes Road, pro­
vides easy access to patients and doctors, 
Davis said. The facility is needed in 
central Cherokee County because of 
an aging population and an increase in 
demand for easily accessible medical 
services, he said. 

Also, many physicians who already 
have established practices in Chero­
kee County have expressed a need to 
expand and relocate in order to keep up 
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with growing demand, Davis said. Many 
of these existing practices are in locations 
that cannot be expanded further due to 
space constraints. 

The medical building with its outpa­
tient services will free up Northside 
Hospital-Cherokee to focus on more 
critical care, said David Smith, presi­
dent at Kearny Street Consulting Inc., 
an Alpharetta-based managed-eare firm. 
Driven by reimbursement pressures, 

hospitals are providing more care in 
an outpatient setting, which is less 
expensive than hospital-based care, 
Smith said. 

While Northside is starting out small 
with the medical office building, Smith 
expects it to grow in size and services. 

Down the road, the' facility could 
offer diagnostic services and outpatient 
surgery, he said. 

Before the construction cranes can 
get to work, the new facility must grind 
through the certificate-of-need process, 
where health regulators must be con­
vinced of the need for new health-care 
facilities that exceed a certain cost 
threshold. Even if the project gets the 
regulatory OK, it could be delayed by 
competitor-driven appeals and lawsuits. 
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