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Study: Atlanta ranks high in college enrollment 
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ATLANTA (AP) - Metro Atlanta colleges are enrolling students and turning out 
graduates at a faster pace than most of the major metropolitan areas in the country, 
according to a new study. The report - released Tuesday by the Atlanta Regional 
Council for Higher Education - shows Atlanta is NO.1 in the nation for enrollment 
growth over the last 17 years, outranking such educational centers as New York, Los 
Angeles, Washington, D.C., Boston and Chicago. Atlanta also ranks second behind San 
Diego for growth in the number of bachelor's and advanced degrees handed out in that 
period. The study looks at graduation, enrollment, research spending and other data 
from 1989 to 2005 for four-year colleges in the nation's 50 largest metro areas. It's a 
telling snapshot of the urban centers that are educating half of America's college 
students. 

Atlanta's success comes from its soaring population growth coupled with the rising 
national prominence of such schools as Emory University, Georgia Tech, the University 
of Georgia and Georgia State University, said ARCHE President Michael Gerber. 
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"You've got this tremendous higher education presence that makes it - in its own right 
- an industry in this region that drives all other industries," Gerber said. ' . When you look at 
a map of the top eight mega-centers for higher education in this country, east of Southern 
California and south of Washington, D.C., the only dot is here in Atlanta." 

LEATI-IER GALLEI~Y 
The city is also a magnet for black college students with historically black colleges including ~,,,, MIld .:' 
Spelman College, Morehouse College and Clark Atlanta University. Atlanta ranks third behind 
New York and Chicago for black student enrollment, according to the study. BEDL)ING CENl ER 
In 2005, Atlanta colleges enrolled 176,000 full-time students, a 62 percent increase over 
1989's figures. The city surpassed San Diego in enrollment and nearly caught up with 
Philadelphia and Washington, D.C., both of which have about 185,000 students, the study 
shows. 

According to the study, Boston topped the list of metro areas with research expenditures of $2 
billion. New York ranked second with $1.4 billion. Atlanta, which ranked fifth on that list, spent Do yOll suffer from Pain & Discomfort? 
about $1 billion on research, just shy of the amount spent by third place Baltimore and fourth 
place Los Angeles. V.illage at GIrl Trar.e 
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Georgia has several factors in its favor, including a dense population of college graduates with 
children far mOre likely to follow in the footsteps of their parents, and one of the country's (li4 mile F.<i~t of Avenup.s ofWe$1 Cnob 
largest merit aid programs - the HOPE lottery scholarship, said David Mustard, an associate nO·422·4460 
professor of economics at UGA. The state also is one of just four states with two colleges ­
UGA and Georgia Tech - ranked in the top 20 public universities in the country, which is more 
Iikeiy to get the attention of students shopping for colleges, he said. 

Census figures show that the Atlanta metro area's population grew by nearly two-thirds during the study period, creating a larger pool of potential students. 

The state has seen economic growth, a blossoming of top-tier industries and drops in poverty rates in part because of Georgia's healthy college population, 
Mustard said. 

"The good things are grOWing and the bad things are shrinking faster than the U.s. average," he said. 

On the Net: 

Atlanta Regional Council for Higi1er Education: http://www.atlantahighered.org/ 
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