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Tech college
‘powerhouse’

Appalachian merging with North Metro

By Kristal Dixon
Cherokee Tribune Staff Writer

The consolidation of 14
technical colleges across the
state has reached Cherokee
County.

Appalachian  Technical
College’s Woodstock and Can-
ton campuses will join North
Metro® Technical

.and no facility will be closed

and nothing will change the
way these colleges deliver ser-
vices,” he said.

The decision to. pair the
Woodstock campus with the
Chattahoochee-North Metro
merger, Light said, was deter-
mined by the demographics of
Cobb and Cherokee Counties.

Light said that a number of
students from

College in
Acworth; which
announced last
month it will
merge with
Chattahoochee
Technical Col-
lege in Marietta.

Appalachian

“It's really exciting.
Each area will add
to the other.”

— Steve Holcomb,
board of directors

Cherokee
County  -are
‘already  stu-
dents at the
Marietta and
Acworth  col-
leges.

“I believe we

Tech’s main

campus in Jasper will merge
with North Georgia Technical
College in Clarkesville.

The mergers are a part of an
effort by the Technical College
System of Georgia to merge 14
technical colleges across the
state.

The mergers would reduce
the number of technical col-
leges in the state from 33 to 26.

Mike Light, executive direc-
tor of communications with
the Technical College System
of Georgia, said_the mergers
are “cost-saving measures”
employed by the system.

By merging the two cam-
puses, it would save a total of
$500,000 in administrative
costs, Light said.

Light also said the mergers
would eliminate duplicated
-upper-level administrative
positions.

“No campus, no building

are creating a
technical college powerhouse
.. in that region,” he said.

Each merging campus is
currently working a prospec-
tus, which will document its
plans of merging the two
schools.

The colleges planning to
meérge must present the
prospectus to the Southern
Association for College and

Schools’ Commission on
Schools by Oct. 15.
After Commission

approval, the merging schools
will work together to create a
new name, board of directors,
organizational structure and
subsequent president of its
school.

The mergers won't be offi-
cial until July 1, 2009.

Appalachian Tech’s presi-
dent Dr. Sandford Chandler

See Merger, Page 3A
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All Week, McCain has strug-
gled to square his current calls
for tighter regulation of finan-
cial markets with his decades-
old support of deregulation.

Obama, theanwhile, has
smoothly hit his main points,
empathizing with working-
class people and blaming
Washington.

He huddled with a team of
seasoned economic advisers
in Florida on Friday, and had
planned to outline a series of
prescriptions. But he emerged
from the meeting to announce
he would hold off for now in

_deference to those dealing

directly with the cr1s1s, saying
their V\);ork should be “unim-
peded by partisan wrangling.”
The candidates’ roles were
reversed in August when Rus-

sia sent troops and tanks into

the former Soviet state of
Georgia.

That overseas event rico-
cheted off the U.S. presiden-
tial campaign, as foreign rela-
tions and national security —
historically Republican
strengths — rose to the sur-
face.

McCain quickly took a
hardline stand against Russia,
seeking to show ‘prowess in
dealing with an international
crisis.

Obama was initially .cau-
tious. He called for diploma-
cy and restraint on all sides.

Republicans  chastised

him for not sounding tough
enough, and Obama labored
to find the right balance.
: A few days later, his posi-
tion hardened markedly as he
called for a Russian cease-fire
and said, “Now is the time for
action — not just words.”

That situation reverberat-

ed on the campaign trail for
about a week.

There’s no formula for
how long a current event
remains, well, a current part
of the campaign.

And, it's hard to predict
just how big an event has to
be for candidates to care.

Wednesday's attack on the
U.S. Embassy in Yemen, for

instance, hardly registered.

Both candidates
issued statements.

simply

In 2004, war and terrorism-

were lnjected into the cam-
palgn’s final weekend — a
videotaped message from
Osama bin Laden surfaced
and eight U.S. Marines dled
in Iraq. Bush barely beat
Democrat John Kerry,

And, forty years ago, Lyn-
don B. Johnson stopped
bombing North Vietnam and
pressed for peace negotia-
tions — just days before vot-
ers narrowly chose Republi-
can Richard Nixon over
Democrat Hubert
Humpbhrey.

There are six weeks left to
go.

EDITOR'S NOTE — Liz
Sidoti covers the presidential
campaign for The Associated
Press and has covered national
politics since 2003.

Merger

Continued from Page 1A

said the merger would make
the future college the largest
in the state, with as many as
8,900 students at all three
campuses.

Chandler said the merger
would not affect services at
the Woodstock campus, but
added that the possibility of
employees being cut at the
Woodstock campus is slim
because of the lack of upper-
level administrative positions
at the campus.

Chandler said the merger
would have a positive effect
for its College’s offerings.

“We may see enhanced
and new programs come that
way that we didn’t have
before,” he said. “This could
be 3 very positive move for

us.”

In 2005, Appalachian Tech
moved into the old Wood-

“We may see enhanced and new programs
come that way that we didn’t have before. This
could be a very positive move for us.”

— Dr. Sandford Chandler,
Appalachian Tech president

stock Elementary School,
which is still owned by the
Cherokee County School
District.

Mike McGowan, district
director of public informa-
tion, commrunications and
partnerships, said no discus-
sions have began with North

Metro or Chattahoochee
about the future of the
building.

“We haven’t had any dis-
cussions with Dr. Chandler or
leaders of the new campuses
with what the future holds
there,” he said. .

Dr. Chandler added that

the merger would not affect

the building of the 62,500-
square-foot campus in The
Bluffs at Technology Park at
Canton.
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Appalachian Tech won
$14.9 milliod in state funds to
build the campus.

Plans for the Canton cam-
pus call for a wide variety of
associate degree, diploma
and technical certificate pro-
grams to be offered in busi-
ness and management, health
sciences, human services and
technical studies.

Other areas of study will
include business and admin-
istrative technology, account-
ing, banking and finance,
computer systems, manage-
ment, entrepreneurship, mer-,
chandising, small business
management, health care
business services, cosmetic
esthetician, culinary arts,
drafting, industrial mainte-
nance and machine tool.

www.woodstockoutlet.com
Seaerving North GA Since 1988

Complete Bedroom in Factory Carton - Qdéen
Bed, Rails, Dresser, Mirror, Nightstand

$749.

99 compared to$1 ,499.99

Offerings in adult educa-
tion/GED, continuing educa-
tion, business and industry ,
services also are planned for
the Canton campus.

Site work for the -project is
scheduled to begin later this
year, with construction start-
ing early next year.

The campus should be
completed in the spring of
2011, with classes starting by
that summer.

Board of Director member
Steve Holcomb and State Rep.
Calvin Hill (R-Hickory Flat)
both welcomed the merger,
seeing it-as an opportunity to
provide a wide array of ser-
vices and courses for Chero-
kee students.

Holcomb said the merger
would be a good opportunity
for students in Cherokee
County because most stu-
dents already work in the
Cobb area.

“It's_really exciting,” he
said. “Each area will add to
the other.”

kdixon @cherokeetribune.com
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