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From staff reports 

Cherokee County's unemployment rate 
remains the second lowest in the region for me 
second consecutive month. 

According to the Georgia Department of 
Labor, Cherokee's lUlemployment rale was 3,8 
percent in December. up from 3.5 percent in 
November and from 3.4 percent in December of 
2006. 

Local labor force and employment numbers 
also increased in the CO\illty. Cherokee's labor 
force grew from 107,982 in November to 108.540 
in December. The number of unemployed peo­
ple rose slighrly from 104,238 in November to 
J04,368 in December. 

The metro ALlanta unemployment rate was 
4.4 percent, up from 4 percent in November and 
up slightly from 4.3 percent in December 2006. 
Statewide, the unemployment rate rose to 4.6 
percent. up from 4.2 percent in November and 
4.4 percent in December last year. The national 
unemploymenl rate was 5 percent. up from 4.7 
percent in Nov~mber and 4.4 
perCeIll in December of 2006. 

According to the lahor 
department. the state's rate 
increased in December because 
the mnnberofpeople unem­
ployed rose by 19.630 beGlus 
of job lossell in manufacturing. 
construction and some sentice­
related industries. 

Local bUSiness leaders said Pam Carnes 
they do nol expect (he Cherokee 

Ie to eo any higher. 

PAGE 

In reglos 

Cherokee Tribune photo by Amber M. McCto! 

Dave Seitz. executive vice president for PlayNation, stands in the new Play~ 
tionfTortuga Outdoor fulfillment center warehouse in Ball Ground. The Cant. 
based company has expanded into 10,000 square feet of speculative buildi 
space in the Airport Industrial Park. The site will be a shipping centertor swing $1 

and patio furniture from Tortuga Outdoor, a company in Which PlayNation .~ 
shared ownership. 
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"lfwe are staying below 4 percent, thall~ a 
comfortable level. rwould be surprised uit 
jumped higher than 3.8 percent," Cherokee 
County Chamber of Commerce 
President Pam Carnes said. 

Bob Robinson, president of 
E;"1)fess Personnel in Wood­
stock, said he thinks the rate 
could drift back down again. 

"1 am still optimistic aboUt 
the economy. I am stiU seein~ 
companies adding positions, ' 
he said" lThe unemployment 
ratel should stay in the same . 
range, around 3.6.3.7 or 3.8 
percent." 

Steve Holcomb. chairman of the Cherokee 
County Development Authority, said it is 
encouraging tharwid1 a slowdown in several sec­
lars oftlle economy, Cherokee's unemployment 
rare stayed below 4 percent He added he hop 
the rate will stay tmder that mark for some tiJn~. 

"Ne",,, expansion iii still going on," he said. 
"We are t';vo monll1.'i away from springtime, 

Steve 

when things normally pick up." 
Other unemployment rales 

in the metro area include Bar­
tow at 4.9 percent. Oayton at 
5.5 percent, Cobb at 3.9 per­
cent, DeKaib a14.8 percelll, 
Douglas al4.tJ percent, Fayette 
at 3,6 percent, Fulton at 4.7 per­
cent, Gwinnetl at 4 percent, 
Henry at 4.6 percent, Paulding 
at 4.3 percent and Rockdale at 

.1 oercent. 
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